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enjoying savoury small plates paired with wine selected by our in-house sommelier. Offering the ideal 

setting for business or pleasure. 
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A MASTERPIECE, REMASTERED. 
MEET THE FASTEST EVER BMW 3 SERIES.

THE ALL-NEW  
BMW 3 SERIES SEDAN
VISIT YOUR LOCAL GTA
BMW RETAILER TODAY.



RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  5SEPTEMBER 2019 RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  5SEPTEMBER 2019

WHERE GRACE  
MEETS GUMPTION

2755 HOWARD AVE. WINDSOR ON  519-253-6084
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Terry Rafih
Chairman & CEo of the Rafih Auto Group

RAFIH STYLE  PUBLISHER’S NoTE

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the Finest in Food edition. Whether you’re looking 
for dinner inspiration, a new restaurant to try, or a place to 
host your upcoming events and parties, Rafih Style has all the 
inspiration you’ll need. 

As always, we’re kicking off the magazine by showcasing 
professionals and companies that make up our vibrant 
environment. Here at Rafih Style, our magazine focuses to 
bring you the best in finance, technology and innovation, 
business, and of course, style in the community. 

For this year’s Finest in Food edition, Rafih Style continues to 
be all about tasting delicious meals and sipping on some fine 
vino. Read through the magazine to get your taste buds going! 
We also have plenty of exciting features in this issue including 
two travel pieces: hello Brașov, Romania and hello, Hawaii. We 
also wouldn’t be Rafih Style if we didn’t include a phenomenal 
car to rev your engine: meet the BMW X6. With features on 
professionals who offer amazing products and services, dinner 
inspiration, travel pieces, and of course, a touch of automotive 
love, we think there’s plenty to enjoy. 

There’s also more to find in this issue, so grab your vino and 
read through the pages to ensure you don’t miss the luxury 
and excitement that’s going to be taking place. As always, 
thank you for reading Rafih Style Magazine, we appreciate you 
making a place in your home for us. 

Cheers! 

Canadian Dealerships

EASTWAY

Mercedes-Benz
Overseas Motors

Authorized Mercedes-Benz
Retailer

Mercedes-Benz
Overseas Motors

Authorized Mercedes-Benz
Retailer

LEXUS OF WINDSOR

9225 Tecumseh Rd. E. 
Windsor, ON N8R 1A1

(519) 254-0538
mercedes-benz-overseasmotors.ca

9225 Tecumseh Rd. E. 
Windsor, ON N8R 1A1

(519) 254-0538
rafihclassics.com

1155 Provincial Rd.
Windsor, ON N8W 5V9

(519) 735-2211
windsormazda.com

9375 Tecumseh Rd. E. 
Windsor, ON N8R 1A1

(519) 979-1900
eastwaytoyota.com

9375 Tecumseh Rd. E. 
Windsor, ON N8R 1A1

(519) 979-1900
lexusofwindsor.com

Proud Members of:

3400 Dufferin St. 
Toronto, ON M6A 2V1

(416) 789-4101
midtownhonda.com

190 Canam Crescent 
Brampton, ON L7A 1A9

(905) 459-1810
bramptonchrysler.com
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Model shown is a 2019 MINI Cooper 3 door with 6-speed manual transmission. Retailers may sell for less. *Finance offer starting at 1.9% available only through MINI Financial Services Canada on approved credit (OAC). †$900 credit available with cash purchase, finance or 
lease, through MINI Financial Services Canada, of any new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper 3 and 5 door models. Credit must be applied to purchase of cold weather tires from a MINI Retailer in Canada and cannot be transferred, exchanged or redeemed for cash. Tires must be 
ordered at time of vehicle purchase/lease/finance. Alternatively, the credit may be applied and deducted from purchase price of the vehicle. Credit offer expires January 2, 2019 and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must 
be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed without notice. See your local MINI retailer for full details. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and 
symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, used under licence.

European model shown. *All-inclusive price of a base model 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 with 6 speed manual transmission is $36,174.89 including MSRP of $31,090, freight and PDI of ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800), Midnight Black paint ($590), 
retailer administration fees (up to $399), tire stewardship fee ($12), A/C levy ($100). License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and sales taxes are extra. Retailers may sell for less. **On approved credit by MINI Financial Services. Lease a 2019 MINI Cooper 
Countryman ALL4 base model with 6 speed manual transmission for $448.91 a month for 48 months at 2.9%, less $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit, includes freight and PDI ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800) with Midnight Black paint ($590). 16,000 km per year, 
$0.15/excess km. Down payment ($900), first month’s payment ($448.91), security deposit ($448.91), retailer administration fees (up to $399), A/C levy ($100), fees associated with RDPRM registration (up to $48.89), tire stewardship fee ($12), for a total of $2,357.70 
due at lease inception. License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and taxes are extra. Retailers may lease or sell for less. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be 
cancelled or changed without notice. See your local MINI retailer for full details. †Up to $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit available on new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 models. Offer applies to cash purchases and lease/finance purchase through MINI 
Financial Services Canada. Credit deducted from purchase price of vehicle. Offer expires January 2, 2019. New MINI vehicles purchased from an authorized MINI Retailer in Canada are covered by a No-Charge Scheduled Maintenance Plan for three years or 40,000 
km, whichever comes first. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, used under licence.

Retailer Name
123 Address Street
Toronto, ON XXX XXX
Tel: XXX-XXX-XXXX
retailer.mini.ca

Model shown is a 2019 MINI Cooper 3 door with 6-speed manual transmission. Retailers may sell for less. *Finance offer starting at 1.9% available only through MINI Financial Services Canada on approved credit (OAC). †$900 credit 
available with cash purchase, finance or lease, through MINI Financial Services Canada, of any new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper 3 and 5 door models. Credit must be applied to purchase of cold weather tires from a MINI Retailer in 
Canada and cannot be transferred, exchanged or redeemed for cash. Tires must be ordered at time of vehicle purchase/lease/finance. Alternatively, the credit may be applied and deducted from purchase price of the vehicle. Credit offer 
expires January 2, 2019 and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed 
without notice. See your local MINI retailer for full details. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of 
BMW AG, used under licence.

OFFER ENDS JANUARY 2, 2019.

THE NEW 2019 MINI 3 DOOR.

APR

Lease Rate  
Starting From

1.9%**

on select models

$900†

Winter Tire or 
Cash Credit up to

THE GIFT YOUR
DRIVEWAY DESERVES.

Retailer Name
123 Address Street
Toronto, ON XXX XXX
Tel: XXX-XXX-XXXX
retailer.mini.ca

Model shown is a 2019 MINI Cooper 3 door with 6-speed manual transmission. Retailers may sell for less. *Finance offer starting at 1.9% available only through MINI Financial Services Canada on approved credit (OAC). †$900 credit 
available with cash purchase, finance or lease, through MINI Financial Services Canada, of any new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper 3 and 5 door models. Credit must be applied to purchase of cold weather tires from a MINI Retailer in 
Canada and cannot be transferred, exchanged or redeemed for cash. Tires must be ordered at time of vehicle purchase/lease/finance. Alternatively, the credit may be applied and deducted from purchase price of the vehicle. Credit offer 
expires January 2, 2019 and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed 
without notice. See your local MINI retailer for full details. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of 
BMW AG, used under licence.
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Canada and cannot be transferred, exchanged or redeemed for cash. Tires must be ordered at time of vehicle purchase/lease/finance. Alternatively, the credit may be applied and deducted from purchase price of the vehicle. Credit offer 
expires January 2, 2019 and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed 
without notice. See your local MINI retailer for full details. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of 
BMW AG, used under licence.
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Model shown is a 2019 MINI Cooper 3 door with 6-speed manual transmission. Retailers may sell for less. *Finance offer starting at 1.9% available only through MINI Financial Services Canada on approved credit (OAC). †$900 credit 
available with cash purchase, finance or lease, through MINI Financial Services Canada, of any new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper 3 and 5 door models. Credit must be applied to purchase of cold weather tires from a MINI Retailer in 
Canada and cannot be transferred, exchanged or redeemed for cash. Tires must be ordered at time of vehicle purchase/lease/finance. Alternatively, the credit may be applied and deducted from purchase price of the vehicle. Credit offer 
expires January 2, 2019 and may be cancelled or changed without notice. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed 
without notice. See your local MINI retailer for full details. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of 
BMW AG, used under licence.
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European model shown. *All-inclusive price of a base model 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 with 6 speed manual transmission is $36,174.89 including MSRP of $31,090, freight and PDI of ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800), 
Midnight Black paint ($590), retailer administration fees (up to $399), tire stewardship fee ($12), A/C levy ($100). License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and sales taxes are extra. Retailers may sell for less. **On approved 
credit by MINI Financial Services. Lease a 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 base model with 6 speed manual transmission for $448.91 a month for 48 months at 2.9%, less $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit, includes freight and 
PDI ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800) with Midnight Black paint ($590). 16,000 km per year, $0.15/excess km. Down payment ($900), first month’s payment ($448.91), security deposit ($448.91), retailer administration fees 
(up to $399), A/C levy ($100), fees associated with RDPRM registration (up to $48.89), tire stewardship fee ($12), for a total of $2,357.70 due at lease inception. License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and taxes are 
extra. Retailers may lease or sell for less. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed without notice. See your local 
MINI retailer for full details. †Up to $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit available on new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 models. Offer applies to cash purchases and lease/finance purchase through MINI Financial Services 
Canada. Credit deducted from purchase price of vehicle. Offer expires January 2, 2019. New MINI vehicles purchased from an authorized MINI Retailer in Canada are covered by a No-Charge Scheduled Maintenance Plan for three 
years or 40,000 km, whichever comes first. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, 
used under licence.

OFFER ENDS JANUARY 2, 2019.

EXPERIENCE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE WITH  
THE 2019 MINI COUNTRYMAN ALL4.

TAKE THE ROAD LESS PLOWED. 

All-Wheel Drive

APR

48 Months on select models

Lease Rate  
Starting From

ALL4 Credits 
Up To

Monthly Payment  
Starting From

All-Inclusive Purchase Price

$500†$449** 2.9%**

$36,175*

$2,357.70 due on delivery includes: down payment, administration, and other applicable fees.

Retailer Name
123 Address Street
Toronto, ON XXX XXX
Tel: XXX-XXX-XXXX
retailer.mini.ca

European model shown. *All-inclusive price of a base model 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 with 6 speed manual transmission is $36,174.89 including MSRP of $31,090, freight and PDI of ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800), 
Midnight Black paint ($590), retailer administration fees (up to $399), tire stewardship fee ($12), A/C levy ($100). License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and sales taxes are extra. Retailers may sell for less. **On approved 
credit by MINI Financial Services. Lease a 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 base model with 6 speed manual transmission for $448.91 a month for 48 months at 2.9%, less $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit, includes freight and 
PDI ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800) with Midnight Black paint ($590). 16,000 km per year, $0.15/excess km. Down payment ($900), first month’s payment ($448.91), security deposit ($448.91), retailer administration fees 
(up to $399), A/C levy ($100), fees associated with RDPRM registration (up to $48.89), tire stewardship fee ($12), for a total of $2,357.70 due at lease inception. License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and taxes are 
extra. Retailers may lease or sell for less. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed without notice. See your local 
MINI retailer for full details. †Up to $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit available on new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 models. Offer applies to cash purchases and lease/finance purchase through MINI Financial Services 
Canada. Credit deducted from purchase price of vehicle. Offer expires January 2, 2019. New MINI vehicles purchased from an authorized MINI Retailer in Canada are covered by a No-Charge Scheduled Maintenance Plan for three 
years or 40,000 km, whichever comes first. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, 
used under licence.
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European model shown. *All-inclusive price of a base model 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 with 6 speed manual transmission is $36,174.89 including MSRP of $31,090, freight and PDI of ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800), 
Midnight Black paint ($590), retailer administration fees (up to $399), tire stewardship fee ($12), A/C levy ($100). License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and sales taxes are extra. Retailers may sell for less. **On approved 
credit by MINI Financial Services. Lease a 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 base model with 6 speed manual transmission for $448.91 a month for 48 months at 2.9%, less $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit, includes freight and 
PDI ($2,135), MINI Classic Line ($1,800) with Midnight Black paint ($590). 16,000 km per year, $0.15/excess km. Down payment ($900), first month’s payment ($448.91), security deposit ($448.91), retailer administration fees 
(up to $399), A/C levy ($100), fees associated with RDPRM registration (up to $48.89), tire stewardship fee ($12), for a total of $2,357.70 due at lease inception. License, insurance, vehicle registration, options and taxes are 
extra. Retailers may lease or sell for less. Offer available until January 2, 2019. Delivery must be taken by January 2, 2019. Limited time offer is subject to availability and may be cancelled or changed without notice. See your local 
MINI retailer for full details. †Up to $500 ALL4 Sales Event Credit available on new in-stock 2019 MINI Cooper Countryman ALL4 models. Offer applies to cash purchases and lease/finance purchase through MINI Financial Services 
Canada. Credit deducted from purchase price of vehicle. Offer expires January 2, 2019. New MINI vehicles purchased from an authorized MINI Retailer in Canada are covered by a No-Charge Scheduled Maintenance Plan for three 
years or 40,000 km, whichever comes first. © 2018 MINI Canada. “MINI”, the MINI logo, MINI model designations and all other MINI related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties and/or trademarks of BMW AG, 
used under licence.
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 Rafih Auto Mall,  9425 Tecumseh Rd. East ， Windsor, ON  (519)254-4303  
miniwindsor.com

  MINI Windsor  温莎迷你车行

MINI WINDSOR

   

108 Erie Street N. 
Leamington, ON N8H 0A9  

(519) 326-3206
leamingtongm.com

1150 Provincial Rd. 
Windsor, ON N8W 5W2

(519) 972-6500
performancefordwindsor.com

1150 Provincial Rd. 
Windsor, ON N8W 5W2

(519) 972-6500
lincolnofwindsor.com

9275 Tecumseh Rd. E. 
Windsor, ON N8R 1A1

(519) 972-6561
jaguarwindsor.com

9275 Tecumseh Rd. E. 
Windsor, ON  N8R 1A1

(519) 972-6561
landroverwindsor.com 

9425 Tecumseh Rd. E. 
Windsor, ON N8R 1A1

(519) 254-4303
overseasbmw.com
miniwindsor.com

458 Talbot Rd. North 
Essex, ON N8M 2W6

(519) 776-5287
countrysidechrysler.com

601 Oxford Street West 
London, ON N6H 1T8

(519) 472-4120
oakridgeford.com

Landrover of Windsor Jaguar of Windsor

Leamington

www.overseasmotorsmb.com

www.mbofwilmington.com

www.overseasmotorssmart.com www.sprinterofwindsor.com

www.performancefordlincoln.com www.performancefordlincoln.com www.overseasbmw.com www.overseasmini.com

www.leamingtongm.com

Amherstburg

www.amherstburggm.com

www.volvowindsor.comwww.jaguarlandroverwindsor.comwww.jaguarlandroverwindsor.com

www.windsormazda.com www.performancefordlincoln.com

www.lexusofwindsor.com www.eastwaytoyota.com

www.countrysidechrysler.com

Overseas Motors MINI

Overseas Motors SprinterOverseas Motors Smart

www.lakeparkmitsubishi.com

LAKE PARK

www.oakvilletoyota.ca

Volvo of Windsor Mercedes-Benz of Wilmington

Mercedes-Benz of North Olmsted
28450 Lorain Rd.

North Olmsted, OH 44070
(440) 716-2700

mbzno.com

Maserati of Cleveland
7168 Pearl Rd.

Middleburg Heights, OH 44130
(216) 553-4885

maseratiofcleveland.com

Lotus of Cleveland
28300 Lorain Rd.

North Olmsted, OH 44070
 (440) 716-2000

clevelandmotorsports.com

Aston Martin Cleveland
28300 Lorain Rd.

North Olmsted, OH 44070
(440) 716-2000

cleveland.astonmartindealers.com

Porsche North Olmsted
28400 Lorain Rd.

North Olmsted, OH 44070
 (440) 716-2720

porschenortholmsted.com

Bentley Cleveland
28300 Lorain Rd.

North Olmsted, OH 44070
(440) 716-2000

bentleycleveland.com

Mercedes-Benz of North Olmsted
28450 Lorain Rd.

North Olmsted, OH 44070
(440) 716-2700

mbzno.com/sprinter

Rolls Royce Motor Cars Cleveland
28300 Lorain Rd.

North Olmsted, OH 44070
(440) 716-2700

rolls-roycemotorcars-cleveland.com

American Dealerships

WINDSOR
MAZDA
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Thoroughbred performance. 
From its wide mesh grille and central Star, to the tensed arch of its roofline 
and horizontal taillamps, the GLE full size SUV Coupe is a unique expression of 
thoroughbred performance.  Hand-finished wood, hand-fitted leather upholstery 
and subtle metallic details define a cabin that’s generous with both room and 
refinement. The standard Active High Performance LED Headlights enhance 
your nighttime vision, adapting to the road ahead by steering into corners. 
Indulge at merecedes-benz.ca

$96,625*

*Plus licensing and HST. Stock #M7102

© 2018 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc.

Get to know a car that gets to know you.
The new A-Class Hatch: modern luxury, redefined. Featuring MBUX – Mercedes-Benz’ most 
intelligent and intuitive user interface yet – the new A-Class uses artificial intelligence to learn your 
habits and can be individualized to suit each driver. It also allows you to control the temperature, 
music, seat position, displays, and more, using simple voice commands. All wrapped in an exterior 
that’s modern and sporty, making the A-Class a game changer inside and out.

2019 Mercedes-Benz A 250 4MATIC Hatch 

*Plus HST & License. Stock #  M7172

© 2019 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc.

Overseas Motors Mercedes-Benz    
9225 Tecumseh Road East, Windsor, ON.  519.254.0538                                                                    www.mercedes-benz-overseasmotors.ca

$47,000*

Thoroughbred performance. 
From its wide mesh grille and central Star, to the tensed arch of its roofline 
and horizontal taillamps, the GLE full size SUV Coupe is a unique expression of 
thoroughbred performance.  Hand-finished wood, hand-fitted leather upholstery 
and subtle metallic details define a cabin that’s generous with both room and 
refinement. The standard Active High Performance LED Headlights enhance 
your nighttime vision, adapting to the road ahead by steering into corners. 
Indulge at merecedes-benz.ca

$96,625*

*Plus licensing and HST. Stock #M7102

© 2018 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc.
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Pure Performance 100% acrylic latex interior paint delivers 
excellent performance that meets the most stringent VOC 
regulations. Its zero-VOC*, low-odour formula allows for painting 
today and occupying the room tonight.

Featured Colour

Cavalry PPG1041-7

© 2015 PPG Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Pure Performance and The Voice of Colour are registered
trademarks and Because Every Job Matters is a trademark of PPG Architectural Finishes, Inc.
PPG Paints logo and PPG Paints logo & design are trademarks of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc.
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Gather

Enjoy

Celebrate

Photography Provided By: Manifesto Photography

Where Excellence is Standard

   

www.c ioc iaroc lub.com

519.737.6153    3745 NORTH TALBOT RD. Follow us on

Exciting additions and changes coming soon!
Stay tuned and visit our website for updates. 
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By Lina Stoyanova

Finding 
A Piece of 
Paradise 
With 
Brady 
Thrasher

                      eize the moment and grab a piece of paradise with the 
help of Brady Thrasher; a home without compromise awaits you. 
A sales representative with RE/MAX Preferred Realty, Thrasher is 
dedicated to getting you closer to your dreams. 

S

Finding 
A Piece of 
Paradise 
With 
Brady 
Thrasher
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 Striving for excellence in all that he does, Thrasher invests 
in the education, coaching, businesses and lives of his 
team members and agents, to provide the best services 
possible not only for clients, but for the communities and 
neighbourhoods in which they work and live. Approaching 
both marketing and the marketplace differently, he 
spends time researching different trends that allow 
clients to invest and gain global exposure. By bringing 
uncommon levels of honesty and personalization to his 
work, Thrasher provides clients with copious amounts 
of information to ensure they make the best possible 
decision. Maintaining honesty, integrity, and a hard work 
ethic, it’s no surprise Thrasher has achieved numerous 
achievements like Top 30 Under 30 for RE/MAX, a 
lifetime achievement award with RE/MAX, recognition as 
a Top 75 team in the country, and most recently, being 
honoured by Real Estate Professionals Magazine (REP) 
as the Top 100 Agents in Canada. It’s hard to believe 
this charismatic, humble sales representative is only 32 
years old with having accomplished so much. 

it all began eight years ago. Thrasher was 24-years old 
when he finished writing his final real estate exam. He 
decided to go to Fort Lauderdale for a vacation with his 
now wife, Jessica, before starting his new career with 
RE/MAX Preferred. On route to his in-laws’ condo in 
Florida, Thrasher and Jessica passed a big building that 
had RE/MAX Preferred Realty plastered on it; intrigued 
at the coincidence since he just interviewed at RE/
MAX in Windsor, exciting things began to take place. 
Enthusiastic, Thrasher decided he wanted to own the 
RE/MAX brokerage. But not just any brokerage, the one 
in Fort Lauderdale. As a 24-year old who didn’t have 
any money and didn’t have any experience in buying or 
selling homes, Thrasher clung to his ambition.

Five years later, Thrasher walked into the very same RE/
MAX building in Fort Lauderdale and decided to go for 
it. Passing along his information, Thrasher was called 
the next day to have a business meeting. On that day, 
Thrasher embarked on a year-long negotiation to reach 
an agreement; the completed purchase of both the Fort 
Lauderdale and Plantation, Florida brokerages occurred 
on June 1st, 2018. 

Fast forward to 2019 and it’s been quite the year for 
Thrasher as he now not only owns two brokerages in 
Florida with an amazing, qualified team, but also has his 
United States Working Visa; clients can now get their 
own piece of paradise in Florida. Whether a residence 
offering an unparalleled lifestyle of serenity, luxury, or 
an exquisite modern feel, there’s not only a home for 
you but also a specialized team of agents with in-house 
lending and insurance services available.

“I’m not the typical realtor where I just put the sign on the 
lawn. I approach the business aggressively and take on 
clients that desire something specific, even if it’s not on 
the market or listed. I knock on doors and find creative 
ways to create opportunities in the marketplace,” 
explains Brady Thrasher. 

Selling real estate in both Windsor and Florida with the 
help of his world class team, Thrasher has full access 
to the south Florida real estate market including the 
best referral agents that can help clients work towards 
making their dreams of buying a property in Florida a 
reality. Utilizing resources and different ideas on how to 
market listings globally, Thrasher and his team make all 
the difference in your future deals. 

“Moving forward, we want to continue to grow, and 
now that I’m able to engage in real estate in Florida, 
I plan on using all of my resources not just in Florida, 
but throughout Canada,” explains Thrasher. “I trust my 
team completely since they’re all very knowledgeable 
and experienced. My Windsor team is comprised of my 
sales partners Debbie Nedin and Robert Favaro, and 
my administrative team, my mom, Jayne Thrasher. My 
Florida team is comprised of 44 sales representatives 
and they’re the best of the best. There are a lot of 
interested people, especially locally, that either already 
own a secondary home in Florida or are eager to make 
that a reality. I have many clients that have expressed to 
me that they’d like to sell their secondary home in Florida, 
acquire one, and even relocate to Florida for retirement, 
and I want to help my clients do that, I want to be part of 
that. The Florida market is remarkable, everyone wants 
a piece of paradise. There’s so many new condos there 
and numerous places that have had many improvements 
done over the years, and with our specialized teams, it’s 
really the best of both worlds.” 

“I’m not the typical realtor where I just put the sign on the lawn. I approach 
the business aggressively and take on clients that desire something specific, 
even if it’s not on the market or listed. I knock on doors and find creative 
ways to create opportunities in the marketplace.”
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4897 CONCESSION RD 4, HARROW, ON.

$1,699,888

Priding himself on quality, relationship-based client 
experiences versus managing large quantities of 
listings, Thrasher believes information, team-work and 
networking are key.  Offering well-informed, passionate 
representation in all aspects of real estate investment 
and development across Windsor-Essex county, and 
now Florida, Thrasher is extremely thankful for his 
business partners, family, and clients, as he gets ready 
for what comes next. 

“I wanted to share my story to inspire people. There 
are going to be moments you think an idea is crazy 
but remember, the shot you don’t take is the shot you 
don’t make,” explains Thrasher. “A valuable lesson I’ve 
learned is to always grow and evolve. I look at the real 
estate industry differently now. I don’t view it as the 
death of a salesmen concept, where you have to kill 
yourself selling a ton of real estate until the day you 
die. I want to change as the business changes and 
make it more into a corporate business model where 
we can scale our business to provide a multitude of 
services for our clients, and world class training for our 
agents, that will further contribute to helping our clients 
achieve their dreams.”

From dreams to reality, sales representative Brady 
Thrasher can help you own a piece of paradise in both 
Florida and Windsor. Dream it, because Brady Thrasher 
can help you achieve it.

1275 RIDGE RD., ESSEX, ON.

$1,169,888
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A TRUE  
BLUE CLASSIC

2755 HOWARD AVE. WINDSOR ON  519-253-6084
PRECISIONJEWELLERS.COM

NEW LISTING NOT ON MLS
CONTACT fOR MORE INfORMATION

744 fRONT ROAD, AMHERSTBURG, ON.

SOLD
CONTACT BRADy TODAy ABOUT THESE fEATURED LISTINGS AT 

519.819.5965  WWW.THEPPLG.COM
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Lexus of Windsor
9375 Tecumseh Rd. East
519.979.1900
www.lexusofwindsor.com

lexus.ca

Experience the striking and luxurious Lexus RX 350 with 3rd row seating. Combining a chiseled exterior, elegant interior, agile 
handling, and exceptional performance, the RX Series marks a new phase in progressive luxury. 

BOLD. ELEGANT.
CHISELED TO PERFECTION.

 2020  RX350 

$69,113.80*

*PLUS HST & LICENSE. STOCK #RX9895

Lexus RX Ad.pdf   8/14/19   2:37:26 PM
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There is only one Seafood Restaurant voted HOUR Detroit’s Best  
8 years in a row – Joe Muer Seafood. Experience classic fresh fish and creative  
seafood specialties, sparkling service and the best riverfront views in Detroit.

The Exchange Rate
 is Higher...

but we’re worth it

JOEMUER.COM

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
DoubleTree by Hilton
39475 Woodward Ave.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
248 792-9609

DETROIT
At the Water’s Edge in the  

GM Renaissance Center
400 Renaissance Center, Ste. 1404

Detroit, Michigan 48243
313 567-6837

With made-from-scratch Italian cuisine, flawless service and a  
beautiful view of the Detroit River and Canadian Skyline, the ambiance  

of Andiamo Detroit Riverfront is unmatched!          

400 Renaissance Center, Ste. A403  | Detroit, MI 48243 | 313-567-6700

ANDIAMOITALIA .COM

HOUR Detroit’s Seafood Restaurant of the Year – 2013-2019
HOUR Detroit’s Restaurant of the Year – 2012

An Incredible View of Windsor from Detroit’s Top Dining Destinations

Rafiah_17x11_muer_andiamo.indd   1 8/12/19   11:50 AM
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By Lina Stoyanova

THE FINEST IN FOOD
If you’re a foodie like us, then let me welcome you to Rafih Style’s Finest in Food. We take a look at amazing 

eateries to showcase and recommend the city’s hidden gems that provide delicious, appetizing meals. 
We’re confident there will be a bite that’ll hit the spot. If you’re looking to have a holiday party, celebrate 

a birthday, or have a romantic dinner for two, these recommendations are sure to inspire. Pinot More, please! 

Family owned and operated, Andiamo Restaurants are celebrating 30 
years in Metro Detroit! Come wine, dine, and taste some of their popular 
dishes like handmade Gnocci Palmina, handmade pasta with various 
sauce options, lasagna Bolognese, and let’s not forget, their filet with 
signature zip sauce. They also happily offer a plant based and gluten free 
menu. Made-from-scratch Italian cuisine, flawless service, and a beautiful 
view of the Detroit River and Canadian Skyline, the ambiance of Andiamo 
Detroit Riverfront is unmatched! Located in the GM Renaissance Center, 
Andiamo offers complimentary shuttles to select events downtown when 
you dine with them. With multiple locations and event availability for up 
to 200 guests, there’s never been a better time to book your next event. 
Please visit www.andiamoitalia.com.

400 RENAISSANCE CENTER SUITE A - 403 • 313-567-6700  
ANDIAMOITALIA.COM

ANDIAMO

Anna’s Garden, Home & Wellness is home to an unbeatable selection 
of plants, flowers, gorgeous home and garden décor, as well as fresh-
picked, local produce. Sourcing their fruits, vegetables, and herbs from 
local farmers, they ensure the freshest selection of seasonal produce, all 
while supporting the local economy. Also offering a number of delicious 
specialty items, you can find gourmet spreads, sauces, preserves, health 
foods, kombucha, and more, to choose from. What began as a small, 
roadside stand, has now grown into a large showroom spanning five 
greenhouses that are filled with a large variety of hand-selected products. 
Located on 1911 Seacliff Drive in Kingsville, to learn more, please visit www.
annasflowers.ca.

1911 SEACLIFF DR, KINGSVILLE, ON • 519-326-3409 
ANNASFLOWERS.CA

ANNA'S gArDEN, HOME & WEllNESS
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By Lina Stoyanova

In the heart of a traditional Italian osteria as a casual, local gathering 
place for food, friends and wine, Enzo’s Trattoria reflects a unique, classic 
approach of Italian country food inspired by local and fresh ingredients. 
Carefully sourced ingredients from local artisans and growers are featured 
prominently among the menu’s selection of small plates, pastas and large 
platters designed for sharing. Showcasing the most popular dishes, Penne 
Vodka and Sacchetti, Enzo’s has a lot of variety to make sure all guests are 
pleased. Focusing on healthy seafood options and ensuring all suppliers 
are local, chef Enzo Mancuso makes sure all dishes are delicious. Enzo’s 
also offers options for gluten-free, vegan, and vegetarian guests, in addition 
to gluten-free pastas, gluten-free proteins, and a vast list of vegetarian and 
vegan options since custom dishes can be created at any point. Visit their 
website for more information. 

1063 ERIE ST E, WINDSOR, ON.  •  519-254-6213  •  ENzOS.CA

ENZO'S TrATTOrIA

Did you know Ciociaro Club of Windsor offers daily dining? Monday-Friday 
from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. guests can enjoy an all you can eat buffet with salad, 
pasta, two mains, and more, for only $13.50. The Friday restaurant buffet 
offers a full salad bar, soup, two pastas, two mains, one seafood main, 
and more, for only $19.95. Weekdays after 5:30 p.m. offer a thin crust, 
Italian style pizza, made fresh and cooked in their wood fire oven. Also 
every week, Ciociaro Club offers their Friday Night Special: an authentic 
Italian prepared dish. Sundays feature a fantastic brunch buffet including 
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, pasta, two to three entrees, and more. 
Let Ciociaro Club do the cooking for you! A full takeout menu is available 
online for orders of ten people or more and includes their signature 
Lasagna. Mangia!

3745 NORTH TALBOT RD., OLDCASTLE, ON. • 519-737-6153  
CIOCIAROCLUB.COM

CIOCIArO ClUB

In 1999, Joe Ciaravino, with the assistance of his mother Vita, opened a little 
neighbourhood pizzeria on the corner of Howard and North Talbot Road. 
He named the take-out restaurant in honour of his father, Antonino ‘Tony’ 
Ciaravino—one of Windsor’s pizza pioneers. Strict devotion to Antonino’s 
original recipe, combined with an unyielding insistence on using nothing 
but the best quality ingredients, has resulted in a loyal following of pizza 
connoisseurs who know that the proof is in the pie. Pick up your favourite 
pizza pie at any of Antonino’s three locations: South Windsor, (4310 Howard 
Avenue), LaSalle (6535 Malden Road), or Tecumseh (1695 Manning Road). 
Delivery available for party orders of $75 or more.

SOUTH WINDSOR - 4310 HOWARD AVENUE, 519-969-1959 SEATING AVAILABLE.

TECUMSEH - 1695 MANNING ROAD, 519-979-9759, LIMITED SEATING.

LASALLE - 6535 MALDEN ROAD, 519-978-2500, SEATING AVAILABLE.

ORIGINALPIzzA.CA

ANTONINOS



RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  23SEPTEMBER 2019 RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  23SEPTEMBER 2019

Do you want an evening of remarkable food, service and ambience? 
Try Mezzo Ristorante & Lounge. Taking pride in using top-of-the-line 
ingredients, they make the majority of meals from scratch while ensuring 
they offer options for vegan and gluten free diners. Offering the best 
ambiance and dining experience, book your next event and holiday party 
today. Inspired by Italian flavours, their intimate dining experience is quite 
a destination. Immerse yourself and tempt your taste buds at Mezzo 
Ristorante & Lounge. Visit www.mezzo.ca for more information. 

 
804 ERIE ST E, WINDSOR  •  519-252-4055  •  MEzzO.CA

MEZZO

Joe Muer Seafood of Detroit is on the main floor of the Renaissance Center 
tower showcasing the views of the Detroit River and Canadian Skyline. Its 
sleek interior and menu full of old-time favourites and new, modern, Asian-
influenced seafood, are worth a visit. Customers can stop by to enjoy 
fresh fish, a sushi and raw bar, fine-aged meats, as well as the award-
winning wine list and desserts, all while enjoying the piano bar. With two 
convenient locations available, Joe Muer is happy to have opened up its 
second location in Bloomfield Hills. Stop by for lunch, dinner, date-night, 
and of course, your holiday party!  Please visit www.joemuer.com for more 
information. 
 

400 RENAISSANCE CENTER #1404, DETROIT, MI. •  313-567-6837   
JOEMUER.COM

JOE MUEr

La Rucola is dedicated to providing the highest quality Italian dining 
experience by offering an extensive menu of traditional Italian fare, 
brick oven pizzas, delicious desserts, and a vast wine selection. From 
their friendly and educated staff, they feature three rooms, a wine bar, 
and a gourmet pizza bar; La Rucola offers seats for up to 150 people. 
Hosting both personal, private, and corporate parties, La Rucola is happy 
to accommodate any special occasion. Call or email to book your next 
event; they promise you’ll enjoy your meal! For more information, please 
visit their website. 

1614 LESPERANCE RD., TECUMSEH, ON.  •  519-817-6464  
LARUCOLA.CA

la rUCOlA rISTOrANTE

RAFIH STYLE  CoMMUNITY
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WHERE LUXURY MEETS SOCIAL

Seize an experience you’ll never forget in our newly renovated space. 
Socialize, mix and mingle while you savour the new signature small plates 
menu paired with wine selected by our in-house sommelier. Offering the 
ideal setting for business or pleasure. 

Unrivaled Wine Selection. Unparalleled Service.
Complimentary Valet at Riverside Entrance. 

377 RIVERSIDE DR E. • WINDSOR, ON  • 1-800-991-7777
CAESARS.COM

NErOS (AT CAESArS WINDSOr)

If you’re the type of person who loves going to restaurants and take out 
your phone to take a few shots before you eat and share that image with 
everyone, then you will be incredibly pleased to know Riccardo’s Italian 
Restaurant has the dishes for you. Visit Riccardo’s in Amherstburg and let 
your taste buds be awakened. Choose from home-made baked lasagna, 
chicken italiana, spring lamb chops, black tiger shrimp, veal scallopini, 
house-made manicotti, cheese stuffed tortellini, meat stuffed ravioli and 
much, much more. Riccardo’s dining room can accommodate up to 65 
guests which makes it the perfect location for your next gathering. Visit 
www.riccardositalian.com for more information. 

238 DALHOUSIE ST, AMHERSTBURG, ON  •  519.736.4333  
RICCARDOSITALIAN.COM

rICCArDO'S

Fresh, handmade, just like Nonna makes it! From the picturesque streets 
of Casalvieri, a legacy that has been preserved through generations, has 
been brought to the tables of Spago more than three decades ago. A 
legacy that mixes the simplicity and genuine spirit of the people of Ciociaria 
with the richness of its land. A legacy that Nonno Vitti brought from Italy 
to North America and that was passed to Peter and Ralph, a legacy that is 
now displayed on the tables at any of their three locations.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR THREE LOCATIONS AT SPAGOS.CA

690 ERIE ST E 519-252-2233 
3850 DOUGALL AVE 519-915-6469
SPAGO CAESARS WINDSOR, 377 RIVERSIDE DR E. 519-985-5959

SPAgO TrATTOrIA
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In 2014, the first and only wine bar in Essex County with a focus on 
elevating the wine experience was created. Hard work and creativity 
resulted in a unique establishment where visitors can unwind with the best 
wine from all over the world, in addition to enjoying scrumptious food, all 
while being served in an inviting atmosphere without pretense. Wineology 
has multiple locations including Kingsville and even Kitchener, so contact 
them today to book an event. To learn more, visit their website at www.
wineologybar.ca. 

1646 WYANDOTTE ST E, WINDSOR, ON  • 519-419-5080

13300 TECUMSEH RD E, TECUMSEH, ON  • 519-735-1200

19 MAIN ST E, KINGSVILLE, ON  • 519-712-9065

WINEOLOGYBAR.CA

WINEOlOgY

Vito’s Pizzeria believes in Italian tradition and reflects that in the restaurant 
and food that is served. The cozy, welcoming environment is sure to be 
a hit no matter what mood you are in. Wine and dine your social group at 
Vito’s as they provide advanced bookings for up to 60 people for wedding 
rehearsal dinners, business and social events, family gatherings and much 
more. Their private banquet room offers a separate entrance, private bar, 
ample seating, speakers and microphones, all on-site, and of course, 
beautiful atmosphere and decor. Although Vito’s is known for their pizza 
and incredible Italian cuisine, they have many other delectable items like 
Florida Stone Crab, sea bass and swordfish. Vito’s will skillfully cater or 
host your party and gift cards are available should you wish to gift your 
loved ones a dinner like no other. To book an event at Vito’s please call 
(519)-915-6145. For more information, please visit their website. 

1731 WYANDOTTE ST., E., WINDSOR, ON.  • 519-915-6145  
VITOSPIzzERIA.NET

VITO'S PIZZErIA

Thanasi’s Olympus Greek Restaurant has been serving the finest Greek 
cuisine since 1981. Their award-winning cuisine offers over 75 authentic 
and home-cooked Grecian and Canadian dishes. Enjoy delicacies such 
as saganaki flaming cheese, mousaka, pastitsio, beef kokinisto and more! 
Thanasi’s also features wonderful vegetarian options, as well as a fantastic 
kid’s menu. For over 38 years, Thanasi’s has been Windsor’s headquarters 
for showers, baptisms, birthday parties, anniversaries and other special 
events. Check them out at www.thanasisolympus.com.

1204 TECUMSEH RD., E., WINDSOR, ON.  •  519-977-6650  
THANASISOLYMPUS.COM

THANASI'S OlYMPUS 
grEEK rESTAUrANT

RAFIH STYLE  FEATURE
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DR. CHRISTOPHER DIPONIODR. PAUL SERRA DR. KATY CHAHINEDR. MAHA MIRZA DR. MARIO DIPONIO

Cosmetic  -  Implants  -  Restorative  -  Preventative  -  Family Dentistry  -  Emergency Services  -  Weekend Appointments

6925 Enterprise Way, Windsor  -  519-948-4119  -  eastsidedental.ca

Even though he is missing an eyebrow...
the first thing you notice is his smile.

WATCH fOR OUR UPDATED WEBSITE THIS fALL!

Premium ceramic Quartz coatings providing up 
to 7 years protection, professionally applied with 
full paint correction prior to installation providing 
unparalleled shine and protection with a 9 level 
of hardness, full money back warranty with all our 
ceramic Quartz coatings.
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Mastercraft HoMes
proudly presents 

a neW eXecutIVe toWnHoMe deVelopMent 
In a fantastIc lasalle locatIon 

coMIng soon

sellIng noW! 
88 executive Building sites, located in the heart of east riverside, with 

proximity to walking trails, aspen lake, Wfcu centre and shopping. call today! 
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GORGEOUS CUSTOM BUILD ON PREMIER LASALLE BLVD. ON PIE SHAPED 
LOT. ENGINEERED/DESIGNED WITH NO EXPENSE SPARED, THIS 3540 
SQ FT 4+1 BDRM, 4 FULL BATHS CHECKS ALL THE BOXES. GORGEOUS 
CURVED STAIRCASE WELCOMES YOU IN GRAND FOYER, FORMAL 
DINING RM W/PASS THRU BUTLERS PANTRY TO GOURMET KITCHEN 
FEAT. GRANITE/QUARTz TOPS, CUSTOM MILLWORK & EXQUISITE 
CEILING DETAILS THRU-OUT HOME, INCLUDING GREAT ROOM W/BUILT-
IN’S, CONVENIENT MUD RM W/LOCKERS & OFFICE/BDRM & FULL BTH ON 
MAIN FLR. 9 FT PATIO DOORS TO OVERSIzED 22’4 FT X 14 FT PORCH OFF 
KITCHEN, ALL BDRMS ARE SPACIOUS W/WALK-IN CLSTS & 2 BDRMS HAVE 
ENSUITE BTHS, LRG 2ND FLR LAUNDRY RM W/CABINETRY, ATTENTION 
TO DETAIL WITH EVERY DESIGN, THIS CUSTOM BUILDER WILL IMPRESS 
WITH THEIR QUALITY, CRAFTSMANSHIP & ATTENTION TO DETAIL.
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coming soon

under construction

7236 Meo, LaSalle
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By Lina Stoyanova

Welcome to Brașov, Romania. 
The air is cooling and there’s 
a relaxed, romantic feel as 
you wander through Brașov’s 
narrow cobblestone streets. 
The 13th-century city transports 
you back in time with tangible 
authenticity. From beautiful 
nature and abundant wildlife 
to spectacular castles and 
exciting history and culture, 
this is a place with lots to offer. 
Brașov is perhaps the most 
well-known destination within 
Eastern Europe, and if you 
haven’t been to Romania, it’s 
absolutely worth the visit. 

Brașov is one of Romania’s most visited 
cities since it’s situated in a Transylvanian 
sweet spot, making it an ideal base for 
your trip. Stroll around the old Town 
Hall Square (Piata sfatului) where you 
can admire colourfully painted and 
ornately trimmed baroque structures. 
Take a peek inside the Black Church 
(Biserica Neagra), which is the largest 
gothic church in Romania with its name 
stemming from damage caused by the 
Great Fire of 1689, when flames and 
smoke blackened its walls. 

The interior is impressive and well-kept 
and houses one of the largest organs in 
Eastern Europe. 

Nearby are towering mountains, rolling 
fields, thick forests and villages with 
fortified churches. After you’ve been 
guided around the city of Brașov, it’s 
time to get lost. This centuries-old city is 
not only beautiful but also a downright 
fairy tale. With plenty to do in Brașov, 
you can begin here. 

HigHligHts 

Brașov is a city in the Transylvania region 
of Romania, ringed by the Carpathian 
Mountains. It’s known for its medieval 
Saxon walls and bastions, the towering 
Gothic-style Black Church and lively 
cafes. Piaţa Sfatului (Council Square) in 
the cobbled old town is surrounded by 
colourful baroque buildings and is home 
to the Casa Sfatului, a former town hall 
turned local history museum.

location: central romania 
(Brașov county)

size: 28.5 sq. miles (74 sq. km)

Elevation: 2,133 ft. (650 meters)

Population: 255,000

inhabited since: 100 BC

start Packing

Experience the city 
with a Free tour 

There’s nothing quite like exploring 
a new city while on your trip with a 
knowledgeable local. The Walkabout 
free Brașov Tour allows for two to three 
hours of discovering all things Romania, 
and did I mention, it’s free. Start here 
as it’ll help you familiarize yourself with 
the layout of the city and get the details 
regarding all the spots you might want 
to check out. 

 Begin with the council Square 
(Piata Sfatului)

The Piata Sfatului is the heart of 
Brașov’s medieval historic center. The 
arc-shaped “square” and its ornate 
rainbow of building facades will have 
you wondering where to look first. As 
the clock tower from the 13th-century 
Town Hall chimes, the Piata Sfatului is 
the perfect place to check out. 

Parc aventura 

Go on an adventure at Parc Aventura 
which has the perfect mixture of physical 
activity and adventure. Located outside 
of the Old Town (a bus ride away), this 
amusement park is open to the public 

 a BreatHtaking
triP Begins witH

Brașov, romania 

RAFIH STYLE TRAVEL
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and has high-ropes courses and zip lines 
for all skill levels should you wish to give 
it a go. There are also side activities like 
a 300-metre zip-line crossing a lake, 
and a literal leap of faith from a height 
of 16 metres. For adults, admission is 
50 lei which is $15 Canadian dollars 
(gear is provided as well as safety 
demonstrations), and you get to spend 
three hours climbing, jumping, and 
challenging yourself through obstacles. 
There’s plenty of courses ranging in 
difficulty so if you need adrenaline, 
don’t worry, you’ll get it. Children under 
eight years old can take part on four 
purple courses, on which they’ll be 
permanently attached by carabiner to 
a safety rope for maximum security. Go 
check it out! 

Ski and/or hike at 
Poiana Brașov 

Poiana Brașov is known for the 
best skiing around. The area is well 
known as a great spot for hiking and 
winter sports (it was first mentioned 
in historical documents in 1427 with 
its first official skiing competition held 
in 1906). Poiana is tucked away in the 
Carpathian Mountains, but it’s easy to 
get to from Brașov or other main cities. 
Currently, the resort is known as one of 
best natural resorts in Eastern Europe 

and has plenty of accommodation 
and equipment rentals. 

hike and/or ride the cable 
car up to tampa Mountain

(Mount tâmpa)

Rising 400 metres over the south 
of the Old Town, to a maximum 
height of 960, the wedge-like 
Mount Tâmpa is an ever-present 

part of Brașov’s landscape. During 
your visit, you’re going to notice the 
Hollywood-like “BRASOV” sign placed 
high above the city on Tampa Mountain. 
If you like walking/hiking, you’ll be 
itching to conquer this forest-covered 
limestone peak, once defended by a 
13th-century Teutonic citadel, that has 
distant views of the Burzenland region 
at the top. You are able to either take 
the cable car or follow one of two hiking 
paths to the top. If you hike, it takes 
about an hour to get to the top. When 
you get there, walk the short path to 
the big white letters bearing the city’s 
name. The mountain is also a nature 
reserve, providing a habitat for gray 
wolves, golden eagles, brown bears and 
Eurasian lynxes. The walk is not difficult, 
but there are enough rocks underfoot 
along the way to warrant wearing 
comfortable shoes. At the end, next to 
the “V” in Brașov is a viewing platform 
for a gorgeous birds-eye view of Brașov 
which makes it all worthwhile. 

rope Street (Strada Sforii) 

Brașov is home to one of the narrowest 
streets in Europe. This tight squeeze is 
called Rope Street which is also known 
as Strada Sforii.  Measuring only 1.32 
metres wide but stretching for over 

83 metres, it was originally intended 
to link Portii and Cerbului streets as a 
necessary passageway for firemen in 
Brașov. It’s really interesting to check 
out, not to mention, great for neat 
photos, but know that it’ll be impossible 
to spread your arms as you squeeze 
down this shadowy passage since it 
wasn’t initially designed for everyday 
use.  

the First romanian School 
(Prima Școală românească)

Dating back to the 17th century, the 
first Romanian School Museum is 
a very important piece of Romanian 
history. The first Romanian language 
courses were given back in 1583, and 
the school is situated in the grounds 
of Saint Nicholas Church. Today, the 
school is a museum displaying (among 
other things), the first textbooks printed 
in the Romanian language as well as 
the history of the Scheii Brasovului 
district and the nearby church. The 
present building is from 1760, when the 
school was renovated. Visit this historic 
site and check out more information on 
their website.

the Weavers’ Bastion
(Bastionul tesatorilor)

The Weavers’ Bastion is regarded as 
one of the best-preserved buildings 
of defensive architecture (it was 
built between 1421 and 1432). With 
watchtowers, the base of the walls 
are over four metres thick and feature 
reverse keyhole shaped windows for 
bowmen and upper wooden decks for 
musketeers. 
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The best-preserved part of Brașov 
fortifications houses a small but 
impressive museum (with some English 
captions) showing photographs of long-
gone bastions, impressive weapons 
decorated with Arabic inscriptions and 
some huge guns. Most impressive 
of all is the large model of Brașov in 
1600, made in 1896 for the Millennium 
Exhibition in Budapest. It’s very cool to 
check out!

the Black church 
(Biserica Neagra) 

The Black Church sits just off the main 
square in Brașov and it’s the largest 
Gothic church in Eastern Europe. The 
Black Church is not black in colour, it 
earned the name after a fire in 1689 
burned the church and the walls 
darkened from smoke. 

libearty Bear Sanctuary 

The Libearty Bear Sanctuary has 
70 European brown bears living in 27 
hectares of enclosures in deciduous 
woodland, providing ample tree cover, 
space to hibernate and lots of water in 
the form of streams and pools. If you’d 
like to check out a sanctuary on your 
trip, know that you can.

some otHer Fun

I certainly can’t recommend every 
single thing there is to do in Brașov, but 
there’s certainly plenty. Here’s a few 
other suggestions:

• Visit local Bars, Pubs, Art Museums 
and Churches as there’s plenty.

• Enjoy the vibrant nightlife by visiting 
some clubs like Times Pub, Move Club, 
4rooms, Opus 9, or any others you 
think you’ll enjoy.

• Visit the Synagogue: There has been a 
Jewish community in Brașov since 1807 
when its first members were permitted 
to settle in the city.

• Go to Solomon’s Rocks (Pietrele lui 
solomon): Today it’s a favoured picnic 
and barbecue spot, while climbers are 
a common sight on the vertiginous 
slopes.

• Visit the White Tower (Turnul Alb): 
There’s a wooden staircase inside, 
which you can climb to stand behind 
the crenellations and view the Old Town 
against the backdrop of Mount Tâmpa.

• Go to Bran Castle: Whatever you 
think of the Dracula myth, Bran Castle 
is definitely worth a visit. The town of 
Bran is small and quaint, with the castle 
towering over it on a rocky precipice. 

The castle is very cheerful inside with 
interesting décor and plenty of historical 
information. It’s a wonderful place to 
transport yourself back in time.

• Go to Rasnov fortress (Râșnov 
Citadel): Take a day excursion to Rasnov 
Fortress which is located just a short 
distance from Brașov’s historic center. 
The Saxons built upon an already 
existing structure 650 feet up above 
the town of Rasnov and the fortress was 
perfectly positioned to protect against 
invasions from nomadic European and 
Asian tribes.

• Extend your trip and head into the 
Carpathian Mountains (trust me). 

With so many things to do, know that 
you won’t go hungry in Brașov. There 
are so many delicious restaurants and 
cafés that your biggest challenge will be 
deciding where to go. Do try to sample 
some flavourful Romanian dishes like 
the traditional dish sarmale, which 
is cabbage-wrapped rolls filled with 
minced meat, smoked pork knuckle 
with beans, and polenta with cheese 
and sour cream. Romanian food is meat 
heavy, but no worries, there’s a lot of 
other dishes that can be enjoyed.

Brașov is surrounded by a rural 
countryside complete with tiny villages 
speckled among the rolling hills, tall 
mountain peaks and green forests. 
The landscape is pristine and perfect 
for hiking and any other adventure you 
might embark on! you’re guaranteed to 
have gorgeous views, pristine nature 
and unmatched tranquility.
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ALL-ELECTRIC
JAGUAR I-PACE

JAGUAR OF WINDSOR
Located in the Rafih Auto Mall
9275 Tecumseh Rd E., Windsor 

519.972.6561  www.jaguarwindsor.com

THE I-PACE IS HERE. 
BOOK YOUR 

TEST DRIVE TODAY.

The first all-electric performance SUV from Jaguar. Every Jaguar feels like no 
other vehicle on the road. Moving to all-electric power doesn’t change this. Built 
from the ground up, the Jaguar I-PACE is a pure Battery Electric Vehicle (BEV). 
Thrilling to look at and drive, the I-PACE is the smartest Jaguar performance SUV.

Jaguar Ad.pdf   5/23/19   3:35:47 PM
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519-972-5440

Call today for your FREE Estimate

info@plantscape.ca

Serving Essex County for Over

Commercial & Residential

Design/Build
& Installation
Artificial Turf

Hardscaping



RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  33SEPTEMBER 2019 RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  33SEPTEMBER 2019

A goal without a plan is just a wish.

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotiabank includes The Bank of Nova Scotia and its subsidiaries and affiliates, including Scotia Securities Inc. As used in this document, “Scotiabank Investment Specialist” 
refers to a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a Group Savings Plan Dealer Representative. Scotia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association.

4995-2019-0723 F2

One of the simplest ways to plan for your future, especially retirement, is to tackle it one 
step at a time. With more than 15 years in financial services, I have the experience and 
knowledge to provide you with a customized retirement and investment plan to help you 
achieve your goals.  

Together, we will regularly review your plan to help ensure that it keeps pace with your life 
and adjusts to any changes along the way. 

Advice on your terms. 
I can provide customized 
advice when and where it 
makes sense for you.

•  Cash flow planning
•  Retirement planning
•  Retirement income planning

•  Tax-efficient strategies
•  Investment planning

Benefit from my expertise in:

Jonathan Roung, CFP, CIM
Investment Specialist and Financial Planner

519-819-1734
jonathan.roung@scotiabank.com 

Contact me today to get started on your customized financial plan. 
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The Ultimate
Driving Experience.®

OVERSEAS
BMW 

BMW X6
bmw.ca

THE X6
THE ALL-NEW BMW X6
The new BMW X6 polarises and provokes. As the first of its kind, the X6 stands more than ever for an independent 
and self-confident character. The modern design of the new BMW X6 embodies power and presence. Dynamic 
proportions and powerful surfaces give it a well-trained aesthetic – and authentically visualise its qualities. Large 
and strikingly pronounced BMW design details testify to sovereignty and a clear extroversion.

COMING SOON
See dealer for details
Factory order may be required.
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MINI OF WINDSOR
9425 Tecumseh Road E. Windsor, ON

519-254-4303 www.overseasmini.com

COming soon 

INTRODUCING THE FIRST ALL-ELECTRIC MINI.
CHARGED WITH PASSION

Factory order may be required

The all-electric MINI ushers in a 
supercharged new era for the iconic 
urban car. It's MINI at its most evolved 
– fusing our hallmark design and 
handling with instantaneous accelera-
tion, emission-free mobility, and an 
energy that's more electrifying than 
ever. Get set to switch on to an electric 
urban lifestyle. Discover the all-electric 
MINI Cooper SE today and charge 
grille-first into a sustainable future.

La Rucola
EST. 2013
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Celebrate 
The Water’s Edge Event Centre is where Windsor’s 
most unique venue meets exceptional event planning. 
its romantic history and architectural elegance are 
complemented by dedicated owners, experienced 
staff and contemporary conveniences. The Water’s 
Edge is a matchless setting for weddings and family 
occasions, corporate gatherings, client and customer 
appreciation parties, fashion shows, concerts and 
fundraising galas.  How you celebrate at the Water’s 
Edge is as limitless as your imagination.

hOW it all BEGaN

The Water’s Edge Event Centre is a family-run business 
that began five years ago when Larry Horwitz purchased 
the former Holy Rosary Church on Riverside Drive. Windsor-
born, property developer Larry has a passion for rescuing 
beautiful old buildings, and as soon as he saw the classic 
bones, he knew immediately how his transplanted from 
Manhattan wife, Dana, could apply her exquisite taste 
and artistic eye to transform the decommissioned church 
into a glamourous event venue. The personal touch at the 
Water’s Edge is shaped by a hands-on approach and unique 
viewpoints.

“I approach every event as if it was for my own business, 
or family, and I enjoy escorting my clients along their event 
trajectory,” explains Dana Horwitz. “Each event is a reflection 
of myself so I truly uphold the same standards that I would 
for my own family.”
 
The creation of Water’s Edge began with restoring the 
building’s grand architectural detail to their original splendor. 
The Horwitz’s preserved many artifacts of the site including 
the pictorial art of the stained-glass windows (including 
the Notre Dame style Rose Window in The loft) and the 
Gothic local oak pews. The fascinating history of the venue 
includes the construction of the original church in the 1800s 
for early French settlers and nocturnal visits by colourful 
characters such as Al Capone during Windsor’s important 
role in American Prohibition.

As Larry Horwitz bemusedly tells it, “Windsor was 
bootleggers paradise during Prohibition. Urban legend has 
it that Capone made generous donations in return for an 
illuminated crucifix on the roof that would serve as a beacon 
for his smugglers.”

The gangster-funded sign will be on display during the 
Water’s Edge’s event to celebrate the centennial of 
Windsor’s bootlegging past. stay tuned for the Bootlegger’s 
Bash in October!
 

From weddings to corporate 
events, and every kind 

of gathering in between, 
the Water’s Edge takes the 

stress out of planning. 

By Lina Stoyanova

The Grand Ballroom
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WiNDSOr’S PrEMiEr EVENt SPacE

Hosting unique events is made easy at the Water’s Edge with 
several spaces to utilize. The aptly named Grande Ballroom 
can accommodate over 300 guests seated for dinner or 400 
for a cocktail reception. The White Room comfortably seats 
170 guests for dinner or 300 for a cocktail reception. The 
charming ivy Courtyard is a secluded location for wedding 
ceremonies, musical performances, and al fresco dining. The 
Choir loft is a private VIP area to complement larger events 
or offer a truly unique setting for photoshoots.
 
From weddings to corporate events, and every kind of 
gathering in between, the Water’s Edge takes the stress out 
of planning. Their event management approach includes 
consultation, event design, logistics planning and on-site 
coordination. Dana and her team start by understanding your 
vision, goals and budget. Dana is especially skilled in helping 
you maximise your budget and connect your vision with the 
correct suppliers.  Need multi-lingual bartenders?  Dana’s got 
them. Need to turn the ceiling into the Aura Borealis? Dana 
can tell you exactly who can do that for you.
 
With its Instagram-worthy backdrops, the Water’s Edge 
provides couples with Windsor’s only boutique wedding space. 
Amenities such as  Chiavari chairs, adjacent parking, absolute 
exclusivity, and flexible bar service make celebrations totally 
customizable. Dana meets couples from the first inquiry and 
guides them along the way right down to the last dance on 
their wedding day. With tools such as custom floor plans and 
seating charts, trained mixologists and certified coordinators, 
the Water’s Edge is uniquely equipped to make your day 
everything you have always dreamed of. The Water’s Edge 
also specializes in community and business organization 
events including fundraising galas, training initiatives and 
employee/client appreciation parties. The exclusivity of 
the venue provides full privacy for events such as product 
launches, training, and off-site meetings. From the ease of 
planning to meeting budget goals and achieving your vision, 
the Water’s Edge is the obvious choice for your next event.
 

Owners Dana & larry Horwitz
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JOiN uS

Building on a solid foundation of 
experience, the Water’s Edge is always 
innovating to enhance your event. This 
season, there’s a new floral wall in the 
ivy Courtyard and an update to both the 
Grande Ballroom and the White Room 
bars with stunning lighting features. Dana 
and Larry are proud to partner with local 
artisans to achieve a result that is true to a 
‘buy local’ ethos and the building’s history 
and purpose. The Water’s Edge is also 
developing enhancements to Windsor’s 
venue scene (stay tuned for some exciting 
news), and a unique event to celebrate 

the 100th year of bootlegging in Windsor. Dana is 
also offering enticing (free cranberry shots, anyone?) 
early bird incentives to holiday party bookings and off-
season weddings (who doesn’t love a free champagne 
toast for your entire guest list?).

It’s true to Larry and Dana’s vision of creating a unique 
venue space that they live and breathe every event at 
the Water’s Edge. They consistently give their clients 
a fully satisfying experience and relish in the stellar 
reputation it has earned them. With a professional and 
friendly team that is matched by a stunning space and 
passionate owners that love what they do, The Water’s 
Edge Event Centre is truly Windsor’s premier event 
space. 

call or email Dana today at 519-257-1983 or email 
info@watersedgeeventcentre.ca to start planning.

RAFIH STYLE  LifE & STyLE

The White Room
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Sensible solutions. 
Actionable advice.
Putting people first.

NFP Cares for what 
Matters Most.
You want to feel safe and secure no matter 
what brings you worry. We work with you 
to build a comprehensive protection plan 
that’ll put your cares to rest — so you can 
get back to doing what you do best.

Specializing In:  Trade Credit Insurance | Supply Bonds | Cyber Insurance

www.nfp.com/canada

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

Windsor . London . Cambridge . Toronto . Sudbury . Timmins . Ottawa

Property & casualty insurance services provided through PBL Insurance Limited (collectively, “NFP 
Canada P&C”), subsidiaries of NFP Canada Corp. NFP is the registered business name used by each 
of the companies comprising  NFP Canada P&C in each of the provinces and territories of Canada, 
where permitted.

NFP is a leading insurance broker and consultant that provides group benefits, commercial insurance, retirement, and 
individual private client solutions through our licensed subsidiaries and affiliates. Our expertise is matched by our 
commitment to each client’s goals and is enhanced by our investments in innovative technologies in the insurance 
brokerage and consulting space.

ELEVATE YOUR 
WINE EXPERIENCE

Walkerville • Tecumseh • kingsville • kiTchener

www.wineologybar.ca

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of 
RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 19_90621_MT6_015

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Estate Planning – Living for today … 
planning for tomorrow 
An informative wealth management dinner presentation

Tuesday, 
October 1, 2019
5:30 p.m.

Essex Golf & Country Club 
7555 Matchette Rd., Windsor, ON

Attendance is complimentary, but seating is 
limited. Please RSVP by September 15 to 
519-252-3178 or stella.dhono@rbc.com.

Your host & speaker: 

Panos Sechopoulos, CFA, CFP, FMA
Vice-President, Portfolio Manager & Wealth Advisor 
RBC Dominion Securities

Guest speaker: 
Ilias Kiritsis, LL.B., JD 
Mousseau DeLuca McPherson Prince LLP 
Barristers and Solicitors
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In STOCK! TeST drIve One TOday.

LAND ROVER WINDSOR
vISIT uS aT Our new STaTe-Of-The-arT faCIlITy lOCaTed In

The rafIh auTO Mall aT 9275 TeCuMSeh rd e., wIndSOr. 

519.972.6561 • landroverwindsor.com

ThE 2020
RANGE ROVER 
EVOQuE
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At that time, they together officially took ownership and 
moved to the forefront of the Rosati Group to continue their 
parent’s legacy. They both vowed to maintain their parent’s 
vision, philosophies and commitment to the highest integrity 
in business values.

Since then, Tony and Nick have continued to build on the 
company’s reputation, brand, and focus on key sectors 
such as Design-Build, Construction Management, General 
Contracting, Machine Foundations, Butler Pre-engineered 
Building Systems, and Industrial and Commercial Land 
Development and Leasing.

RAFIH STYLE  CoMMUNITY

WITH A DESK AND TYPEWRITER set up in a bedroom closet 
for Olivia and a 1969 Ford F-250 pickup truck for Vince, the 
couple was ready to open their family business.

Vince and Olivia Rosati, both immigrants from Italy, founded 
Rosati Construction 50 years ago, back in 1969. Little did they 
know at the time they were building the first blocks of the 
foundation of a long-term prosperous company that would 
lead to the Rosati Group building more than 15 million square 
feet of commercial and industrial space in this region.

Initially,  Olivia single handedly managed the office while Vince 
was focused in the field. They humbly began as a masonry 
contractor and evolved to becoming one of this area’s first 
Design-Build construction companies with a specialty in fast-
track design-build turnkey construction solutions. 

Along their journey they had two sons, Tony and Nick, who 
proudly took over the reins on January 1, 1999. 
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What makes the Rosati Group so unique is that Tony and Nick 
have built an in-house Team complete with a full Engineering 
Department, Legal Counsel, Real Estate Agents, Masonry 
Division, Site Services Division and as well Foundation Crews. 
They have a team member for every step of the way of any 
construction project or development, making the process 
faster and smoother.

“We have simply created a one-stop-shop for any construction 
project. Our customers enjoy being able to look only to us 
for accountably from the first sketch to the first shovel in the 
ground, and right to handing over the keys,” says Tony.

Another strong passion of the entire Rosati Family is that they 
all believe it is very important to give back to the community. 
The Rosati Family Foundation has contributed funds and 
countless hours to many charitable causes over the years but 
there are a few closer ones to their hearts such as Transition 
to Betterness, Windsor Lifeline Outreach, Italian-Canadian 
Handicapable Association and Windsor Goodfellows.

“We feel this community has embraced and supported us over 
the years and we strongly feel that we have a responsibility 
to help the people in it. We are fortunate enough to be in a 
position where we can give back and we are very proud to 
do so,” says Nick.

As the company moves forward into its next chapter, the 
Rosati Group would like to extend a special THANK YOU to 
all our valued customers, sub-trades and the Rosati team of 
employees since the beginning, in 1969, for believing in our 
vision and contributing to the success our company. 

“You are all the foundation of our success and for this we are 
extremely grateful,” said Tony and Nick Rosati.

Photos from Left to Right:

The first Rosati Truck in 1969

Co-owners Nick and Tony Rosati, MPP Sandra 
Pupatello, with founders Olivia and Vince Rosati 
celebrating Rosati’s 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award

Staff photo from 1989

Jobsite photo

founders, Olivia and Vince Rosati
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Performance Lincoln Windsor

T H E  A L L - N E W  2 0 2 0  L I N C O L N

CORSAIR COmIng
SOOn

Provincial at Cabana I 519-972-6500 I www.lincolnofwindsor.com

Provincial at Cabana  I 519-972-6500
www.performancelincolnsales.com

WINDSOR & ESSEX’S ONLY AUTHORIZED

Lincoln Dealer

Provincial at Cabana  I 519-972-6500
www.performancelincolnsales.com

WINDSOR & ESSEX’S ONLY AUTHORIZED

Lincoln Dealer

WINDSOR & ESSEX’S ONLY AUTHORIZED

Lincoln Dealer

An EXHILARATIng & 
EXPRESSIVE EVOLUTIOn
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www.spago.ca

m i x 9 6 7 . c a
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Welcome Dean Dagenais
owner, CSN Riverside
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RAFIH STYLE  WHEELS

By Lina Stoyanova

DESIGNED TO LEAD
THE ALL-NEW X6

Masterful suspension and dominant design go hand-in-hand with the new 2020 BMW X6. At first glance, 

the new BMW X6 showcases its muscular, athletic design with the sturdy 22“M light alloy wheels in 

V-spoke style in addition to other sporty details. The X6 has equipment options such as the BMW kidney 

grille ‘Iconic Glow’, the BMW Laserlight in X design, and Panorama Glass Roof Sky Lounge which set 

additional distinctive accents. The interior of the X6 is just as impressive with its exclusive design details 

such as the glass applications ‘CraftedClarity’, the sports seats and ambient light. The BMW X6 has a 

TwinPower Turbo 8-cylinder 523 hp petrol engine, so in addition to looking fierce, you can embark on a 

new adventure that displays true greatness.
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DRIVING FEATuRES

The new BMW X6 is the ideal car for the road no matter the 
terrain. The luxurious ride has a confident character with 
driving dynamics that are sure to wow.

•  Top performance 523-hp 8-cylinder petrol engine.
•  Outstanding precision of the Adaptive M suspension.
•  Effortless cooperation between Adaptive 2-axle 
    air suspension and xOffroad package.

SAFETy

The new BMW X6 offers a lot of safety since standard 
equipment includes BMW’s Active Driving Assistant, blind-spot 
detection, forward collision warning and park distance control. 
For an extra fee, there’s also options for active equipment, 
lane-keep assist, automatic lane-change assist, side-collision 
avoidance and more.

EXTERIOR 

The 2020 BMW X6 is the third-generation version of the 
coupe-styled crossover and shares much of its design with 
the midsize SUV. The 2020 X6 stands out thanks to its coupe-
style roof, hunchback rear section, and rides on the same BMW 
Cluster Architecture (CLAR) as the X5. Sculpted, powerful and 
loaded with tech, here are some highlights: 

•  BMW Kidney Grille ‘iconic Glow’- Innovative LED fibre
   technology sets impressive visual highlights.

• BMW laserlight- In laser high-beam mode, Laserlight  
  illuminates a range of up to 500 meters for better visibility in 

the dark and significantly increases safety. The blue X signature 
and the BMW laser lettering underline the technological 
standards.

• Welcome light carpet- Projects an ambient light graphic in 
  front of the vehicle doors and also makes getting out in the 
  dark more comfortable.

• Panorama Glass roof- When open, the Panorama Glass 
  Roof provides fresh air, and when closed, it creates a bright, 
  light-flooded atmosphere. It’s also equipped with slide and 
  lift functions, roller sunblind and wind deflector. 

• 22“M light alloy Wheels Double-Spoke Style 742 M with  
  Mixed tires- 22“M light alloy wheels Double-spoke style 
  742 M Jet Black with mixed tires, front 9.5J x 22 with 
  275/35 R22 tires, rear 10.5 x 22 with 315/30 R22 tires.

INTERIOR

The unique equipment options of the BMW X6 highlight the 
distinctive appearance with exclusive paint finishes combined 
with fine leather upholsteries and interior trims. Here are 
some highlights: 

• Ambient Light- There’s ambient contour lighting in the front 
  and rear doors. The welcome light carpet illuminates the 
  area and there’s six dimmable light designs. 

• Glass Application ‘CraftedClarity’ for Interior Elements- 
The 
  hand-made glass elements enhance the interior. Details of 
  the gear selector, volume control, iDrive Controller and 
  Start/Stop button are all made of fine crystal.
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•

• Panorama Glass Roof Sky Lounge- Creates space during 
  the day and at night it lends to an atmospheric mood with a 
  light design consisting of more than 15,000 light elements. 

INNOVATIVE TEChNOLOGIES & 
ASSISTANCE SySTEMS OF ThE X6

The technology of the new BMW X6 is sure to impress. 
The innovative BMW Laserlight in the X design provides a 
powerful look, and once you open the door with the Digital 
Key using a smartphone or the Key Card, you are greeted 
by the latest highlights in matters of communication and 
entertainment. As soon as you have placed your drink in the 
temperature-controlled cup holder, which keeps it either hot 
or cold at the touch of a button, you enjoy the incomparable 
sound of the Bowers & Wilkins Diamond surround system 

while you plan your destination via the innovative operating 
concept using the BMW iDrive 7. Innovative features like 
the Digital Key, temperature-controlled cupholders or the 
impressive 12.3” touch-capable Control Display support you 
in every situation. 

In addition to the technologies and features like the BMW 
Head-up Display, the new BMW X6 is equipped with the latest 
BMW assistance systems, such as the Reverse Assistant or 
the Driving Assistant Professional with Steering and Tracking 
Assistant. This includes tight maneuvering support, local 
hazard warning and lane departure warning with active 
side collision protection, to guarantee a maximum level 
of safety. There’s also the innovative voice control system, 
BMW Intelligent Personal Assistant, to ensure your drive is 
pleasurable.

OPTIONS & PRICING 

The 2020 X6 will be available in three options. The base 
model is the sDrive40i, followed by the xDrive40i and the 
M50i. When it comes to the M Sport package in particular, 
BMW guarantees an increase in driving pleasure. The 
Adaptive M suspension, the Steptronic Sport transmission, 
the M Sport exhaust system, the M Sport brake and the M 
Aerodynamics package optimize all driving dynamics. The 
base X6 sDrive40i starts at $64,300 in the U.S., not including 
$995 for destination. Visit the Rafih Auto Group for more 
information. 

Office: 519.944.5955     Direct: 519.566.9084      www.soldwithjohn.com

PREFERRED REALTY LTD,  BROKERAGE 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

“it has been such a pleasure to work with John since he’s been a dedicated 
supporter of in Honour of the Ones We love for over 20 years. John’s real 
estate expertise has been extremely invaluable to the organization, and 
us individually, through the sale of our own homes. We want to extend a 
huge thank you to John for his support. John, thank you for contributing 
to the success of in Honour of the Ones We love and the programs that 
support individuals with life-threatening illnesses in addition to children with 
different abilities.”  -  Anita Imperioli    

“ I’d like to congratulate Anita Imperioli and the In Honour of the Ones We Love committee for serving our Community for 
over 22 years. This volunteer fundraising organization brings support to patients with cancer and other life threatening 
illnesses within our community. In Honour strives to raise awareness and ensure our community has access to the best 

medical treatments with state-of-the art facilities, specializing in enhancing patient care.”
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PREFERRED REALTY LTD,  BROKERAGE 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

it’s your
TURN

Plan your escape now

Our recent creation

landscapefx.com
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ck mechanical heating & cooling inc.  3846 Peter St. WindSor, on

519.967.2585   www.ckmechanical.com

we are the official heating and cooling service provider for the

• Furnaces •  Air Conditioning Units 
• Hot Water Tanks • Tankless Water Heaters
• Thermostats • HRV • Humidifiers • Air Purifiers
• Hepa Filters • Fireplaces & more

DON’T WAIT UNTIL
WINTER TO FIND OUT YOUR 

FURNACE DOESN’T WORK!
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UP TO 20 - 60% Off STOREWIDE

PREMIRE PRESTIGEPERSONA

ON ALL REMAINING IN-STOCK INVENTORY

TRADE-IN
SALE

RECEIVE UP TO 
$1000 FOR YOUR 
OLD SPEAKERSAMAZING PRICES!

NEW 

 CREATE 

DISPLAY 
PRINT 

WEBSITE 
Let Us  

H
ELP  BRING 
IDEAS 

Yo
ur

 
to

 LIFE 

Call: 519-974-1144    -    Email: sales@curryrepro.com   -  Visit: 3340 Mannheim Way, Windsor, ON N8W 5J9  

Visit our website to browse our 
products and services, get a quote, 
or view our gallery! 

Hours – Monday to Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm 

www.curryrepro.com 

SPECIAL IN-STORE
CLEARANCE
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the Store for floorS
and So much more

VINYL PLANK •  HARDWOOD •  LAmINAte

AReA RUGs • CARPet • OUtDOOR

 tILe AND stONe • seRVICes • PAINt

Buy Where your
NeighBors Buy

guaranteed
Quality flooring 

for leSS!

ON ALL REMAINING IN-STOCK INVENTORY
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©2012 Enterprise Rent-A-Car.  C07755 06/12 JM

Great Cars. 
Low Rates.

Free Pick-up.
At Enterprise, you’ll get a great car at 

a price you’ll be glad to pay.   
Pick-up is free.

  tsaE rosdniW
9250 Tecumseh Rd. East

 
................ 519-735-0755

Windsor South
1150 Provincial Rd.

 
....................... 519-250-9005

Windsor West
1014 Tecumseh Rd. West

 
 ................ 519-966-8500

Leamington
215 Talbot St. West ....................... 519-322-2600

Pick-up is subject to geographic and other restrictions. 

Essex
280 Talbot St. North .......................519-776-8991

Enterprise ad revised.pdf   2/13/19   12:16:48 PM
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The all-new Toyota RAV4 is ready to take you wherever you want to go – uptown, around town or 
as far out of town as you want to get. The RAV4 lets you go further and explore more.

  

Freedom without limits.

$30,593.80*

THE ALL-NEW TOYOTA RAV4 FWD LE 

PLUS HST & LICENSE.  Stock #RA1318

Canada’s #1
selling SUV

Rav4 19 ad.pdf   8/14/19   2:18:24 PM
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RAFIH STYLE  CoMMUNITY

By Lina Stoyanova

The Rafih Auto Group recently hosted the 8th edition of its Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament. Each summer, the Rafih Auto Group teams up with Beach 
Grove Golf and Country Club and the Windsor-Essex County community to 
put on a premier charitable golf event. One of the Group’s annual highlights 
is that the tournament continues to improve and grow year after year.

This year, several members of the Rafih family convened at the Club, where 
they joined an assemblage of high profile Rafih Auto Group customers, 
business partners, and associates, for a full day of golf, dining and community 
building. Sponsored by Jaguar Land Rover, the Group was happy to present 
a $25,000 donation to the Windsor Regional Hospital Foundation. 

From its inception in 2017, the Annual Charity Golf Tournament was 
designed to be an ongoing event to help generate funds for Windsor-
Essex charities. To date, the flagship philanthropic initiative has raised 
$175,000 for philanthropic organizations in the community. In addition to 
Windsor Regional Hospital, previous tournaments have also benefitted the 
Multicultural Council of Windsor and Essex County. 

On behalf of everyone at the Rafih Auto Group, Rafih Style would like to 
thank the participants, volunteers, and Beach Grove staff who’ve collectively 
helped to build the Rafih Auto Group Annual Charity Golf Tournament into 
one of our region’s most successful ongoing philanthropic initiatives. See 
you next year!

R a f i h  a u t o  G R o u p
8th Annual Golf Tournament
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8 t h  A N N U A L

PROCEEDS FROM THE 
TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT

www.rafihautogroup.com

THANK YOU TO
OUR HOST

Thank You

Thank You

to all of our sponsors

for attending our

Terry Rafih
Chairman & CEO

Photo courtesy of DAN JANISSE/The Windsor Star

Gerald
Duthie                                   & CO. LLP                                   

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

BRONZE

GOLD

SILVER
Local200

PLATINUM
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$55,499* 
plus HST and licensing.   Stock #19641
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Enjoy more of life’s possibilities
with IG Wealth Management

Even those earning a higher household income with significant long-term savings 
can carry debt. By looking at your entire financial picture, we can help balance 
debt repayment, build savings, and manage your day to day cash flow. 

Talk to me today.

© Investors Group Inc. 2019 MP2062 (05/2019)

TREVOR P. LE DREW, CFP       
Regional Director

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

Tel: (519) 253-3553    |    Trevor.LeDrew@investorsgroup.com

Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.
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Enjoy more of life’s possibilities
with IG Wealth Management

Even those earning a higher household income with significant long-term savings 
can carry debt. By looking at your entire financial picture, we can help balance 
debt repayment, build savings, and manage your day to day cash flow. 

Talk to me today.
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Inspiring others to live a beautiful and healthy life, 
both inside and outside of their home.

$55,499* 
plus HST and licensing.   Stock #19641
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The financial decisions you make as you ease into retirement will have implications that may 

be felt, quite literally, for the rest of your life. Retirement is a major life change. Clearly, a fulfilling 

retirement requires not only financial preparation, but also a clear vision of what kind of life 

you’d like to lead during retirement. 

Retirement: What you need  
to know to retire successfully

by Trevor LeDrew

Regional Director, 

Investors Group

RAFIH STYLE  BUSINESS & FINANCE

rEtirEMENt: WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW TO RETIRE SUCCESSFULLY

The financial decisions you make as you ease into 
retirement will have implications that may be felt, 
quite literally, for the rest of your life. Retirement is 
a major life change. Clearly, a fulfilling retirement 
requires not only financial preparation, but also a 
clear vision of what kind of life you’d like to lead 
during retirement.

TIPS FOR PLANNING BEYOND RETIREMENT

• Contribute the maximum to your Registered Retirement 
Savings Plan (RRSP) for as long as you can. You can contribute 
to your RRSP until the end of the year in which you turn 71 
– whether you’re working or not – if you have contribution 
room available.

• Since RRSP contribution room is based on your previous 
year’s earned income, you will have RRSP contribution room 
the year after you retire. Be sure to make an RRSP contribution 
the year after you retire. If you intend to work beyond age 71, 
you can still contribute to a spousal RRSP if your spouse is 
younger than you. If this is not possible, consider making an 
over-contribution to your RRSP in December of the year in 
which you turn 71.

• Base your Registered Retirement Income Fund (RRIF) 
withdrawals on the age of the younger spouse. This will 
minimize the amount of RRIF income you’ll be required to 
expose to tax.

• To get the most tax-deferred growth from your RRIF, 
withdraw only the minimum amount required and choose 
December 31 of each year as the date you’ll receive your 
annual income. You’re not required to receive any RRIF 
income until December 31 of the year following the year that 
your RRIF was established.

SOURCES AND CHOICES

In the coming months you face the task of striking a balance 
between your need for income and your need to ensure 
you don’t drain your resources prematurely during your 
retirement.

The bottom line is your retirement lifestyle will dictate how 
much income you’ll need. If you plan on spending your time 
reading the classics and tending to your garden, you’ll require 
much less than if you plan on traveling the world.

You’ll also need to establish your sources of retirement 
income. Determine how much of your income will come from 
public sources like the Canada/Quebec Pension Plan (CPP/
QPP), how much, if any from an employer sponsored pension 
plan or Old Age Security (OAS) and how much will come from 
your personal retirement savings.

BUILDING A PORTFOLIO FOR YOUR RETIREMENT

While your retirement is a few years away, you can’t afford to 
lose sight of the fact that you may require an income for 20 
years or more. As a result, you’ll need to protect yourself from 
the danger of outliving your savings. Your plan could include 
stocks (equities) or equity mutual funds. Generally speaking, 
these kinds of investments have consistently provided better 
returns than those available on interest-bearing accounts 
over longer periods of time. Your plan should also guard 
against market volatility, especially a market decline early 
in retirement that could significantly reduce your retirement 
income.

Essentially, your portfolio needs to 
include a mix of investments that help 

protect against market downturns, 
while also delivering a cash flow that 
will sustain your retirement lifestyle.
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TAX-FREE SAVINGS ACCOUNT (TFSA)

A TFSA can be used as another source of retirement funds 
as it is designed to help Canadians save for important 
goals and reduce their overall tax bill. You put money in, 
you get the money and growth back out tax-free. This 
means you can withdraw funds at any time and for any 
purpose without incurring tax. There are also no age 
restrictions on withdrawals and your eligibility for federal 
income-tested benefits, such as OAS, the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement (GIS) and the Age credit will not be 
affected.

COMPANY PENSIONS AND LOCKED-IN ACCOUNTS

Defined Benefit (DB) Plans. As the name suggests, 
DB plans “define” the pension benefit payable upon 
retirement based on a formula that reflects your earnings 
and years of service.

Flexible Benefit (flex) Plans. Some DB pension plans 
contain a flexible benefit (or “flex”) feature. These give 
members the option of making additional voluntary 
contributions to the plan. Upon retirement, the value of 
the member’s flex account can be used to purchase one 
or more ancillary benefits, such as some form of cost 
of living increase, a bridging feature – which provides 
a higher income prior to receipt of CPP/QPP and OAS 
benefits – or an unreduced pension for early retirement.

Defined contribution (Dc) plans. With a DC plan, the 
member’s contributions, together with their employer’s 
contributions and the plan’s investment earnings, are used 
to purchase a life annuity contract. Alternatively, these 
amounts can be transferred to a locked-in plan such as a 
Locked-in Retirement Account (LIRA), a Life Income Fund 
(LIF) or, in some provinces, into a locked-in Retirement 
Income Fund (LRIF) or a “Prescribed RIF” (PRIF).

LIFs and LRIFs are similar to RRIFs in that you are required 
to withdraw a minimum amount each year. However, the 
withdrawals are also capped. In other words, pension 
legislation establishes a “band” or range of income. 
You then decide what amount, within that range, you’ll 
withdraw to meet your needs. This is intended to ensure 
the LIF or LRIF is not depleted prematurely.

APPLYING FOR CPP OR QPP

Most people don’t realize they’re required to submit an 
application to receive CPP or QPP benefits. You can apply 
as early as one year in advance of the month you intend to 
begin receiving benefits. Because you’ll need to address 
a number of key questions, you’ll want to allow ample 
time to prepare your application.

PROTECTING YOUR RETIREMENT INCOME

Coverage under your employer’s group benefits package 
may come to an end upon retirement. Be certain to 
assess what you’ll be giving up and the potential impact 
on your retirement income. You need to carefully assess 
your need for critical illness, long-term illness and other 
supplementary health and dental insurance coverage 
upon retirement, as an unexpected health problem can 
easily put a dent in your retirement resources.

Further, insurers often allow employees to transfer their 
group life insurance coverage to personal plans without 
the need to provide evidence of insurability. You may 
have a small window of opportunity – often 30 days from 
the date of your departure – to avoid a complete loss of 
coverage and the need to re-apply.

The most pressing question is, when 
do you wish to begin receiving 

benefits? you can choose to start 
receiving benefits at any time 

between the ages of 60 and 70.
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DANCE SCHOOL

NURSERY SCHOOL

MUSIC SCHOOL

PRIVATE SCHOOL

All are welcome.  

Académie Ste-Cécile
International School

Elementary and
Secondary School
 925 Cousineau Rd.

South Windsor: 925 Cousineau Rd.
Tecumseh: 12021 Tecumseh Rd. E.

Essex: 30 Laird St.

New Location
In South Windsor
925 Cousineau Rd.

STECECILE.CA    519-969-1291

South Windsor: 925 Cousineau Rd.
Tecumseh: 12021 Tecumseh Rd E.

You do not need to be a student at the Private School to  
attend the Dance School, Music School or Nursery School.

~ A Family of Schools ~

National Brand. Regional Presence. Local People.

For Windsor/Essex County businesses with more complex financial needs, your local TD Commercial Banking Relationship Manager will take   
the time to understand your business and then work with you to customize the products and services to help meet your unique business needs. 
As your business needs change, we are committed to devoting the time, energy and expertise to help you meet your evolving business goals.

®  The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. M05332 (0316)

Ben Nardone
Relationship Manager
519-945-1301
ben.nardone@td.com

Talk to your local TD Commercial Banking Relationship Manager today.

TD Commercial Banking
156 Ouellette Ave., Windsor

 Anthony Puzzuoli  
Account Manager
519-945-1702
anthony.puzzuoli@td.com

Megan Rock  
Account Manager
519-945-1751
megan.rock@td.com

Peter Corio  
Relationship Manager
519-945-1616
peter.corio@td.com

Amir Rafih  
Account Manager
519-945-2761
amir.rafih@td.com

Mark Bomben  
Manager Cash Management
519-945-1036
mark.bomben@td.com

 Chris Morand
Relationship Manager
519-945-1092
christopher.morand@td.com

Rob Rumfeldt
District Vice President
519-945-1333
robert.rumfeldt@td.com

Casey Geneau
Account Manager
519-945-1937
casey.geneau@td.com

Scott Defoe
Manager Commercial
Services
519-945-1835
scott.defoe@td.com
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Windsor’s #1 PhotographyStudioWindsor’s #1 PhotographyStudio

Located at 3449 Walker Road • Windsor, Ontario
Call us at 519.969.1114

 for rates and availability
www.milestonestudios.ca

We have all your needs covered with various themed and unique studios. 

Rent one or rent them all to fulfill your creative vision. The studios are also available 
for video shoots, corporate meetings and workshops. Our customer service team 

will work with you and/or your photographer to ensure your picture-taking is perfect. 

Ground floor vehicle access, professional make-up area and multiple shooting  
spaces in an expansive and pleasing environment.

Interested in bettering your camera skills?  
Ask us about our photography classes!

Gift Certificates Available

EXCELLENCE IN MOTION
• Same Day delivery in Essex/Kent County
• Citywide Same Hour Service
• Cross Border pick-up/delivery
• Emergency Nationwide Expediting
• Open 24 hrs/7 days a week

For rates or service

Call 519.945.8627

From a pound to a ton, JBJ Trucking gets the job done!



RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  69SEPTEMBER 2019 RAFIH STYLE MAGAZINE  69SEPTEMBER 2019

RAFIH STYLE TRAVEL

By Lina Stoyanova

Bask in the tropical weather 
and check out your next 
travel destination. Hawaii 
has six major islands: Kauai, 
Oahu, Molokai, Lanai, Maui, 
and the island of Hawaii. I’m 
going to focus on Maui and 
Oahu and provide a brief 
overview of both islands and 
some interesting things to 
do; can you smell the ocean 
breeze? 

H
A

W
A

II
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MAUI

Just typing Maui feels relaxing. Maui is one of the top 15 
islands in the world due to its natural beauty, state parks, 
dormant volcano, lush rain forests, and how can I not mention, 
more than the 30 miles of breathtaking beaches. As an island 
in the Central Pacific, the island’s 30 miles of beaches include 
golden-crescent Kapalua, sheltered from strong currents by 
lava-rock promontories. In addition to pools, waterfalls and 
Haleakala National Park which encompasses the island’s 
highest peak, volcanic Haleakala, there’s plenty of things to 
do in Maui. Here are some exciting ideas:

o Hula- Duh.

o Attend a Luau.

o Drive the Road to Hana- There’s breathtaking   
 waterfalls, hiking spots, and beaches.

o Go Whale Watching.

o Swim with Sea Turtles.

o Learn to Surf.

o Bask in the Sun at Wailanapanapa State Park Black  
 Sand Beach- You can explore tide pools, lava tubes,  
 blow holes and even a few caves.

o Paddleboard.

o Milk a Goat- it’s a thing there.

o See a Blow Hole.

o Visit Kihei Cove.

o Visit Ali’i Kula Lavender Farm.

o Go to Maui Brewing Company.

o Check out the Seven Sacred Pools.

o Pose With Lahaina’s Banyan Tree.

o Tour a Pineapple Farm.

o Have Ululani’s Hawaiian Shave Ice.

o Learn to Husk a Coconut. 

o Sleep in a Yurt.

o Do a Waterfall Rappel.

o Go ziplining.

o Do a Helicopter Tour.

o Snorkel Molokini Crater.

o Bike Down a Volcano- There’s bike companies 
              that will take you on an adventure that starts at the 
              summit of Haleakala (Maui’s largest volcano). 
              The exciting 27-mile bike ride includes bicoastal 
              and crater views, in addition to other stops   
              along the way.
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OAHU
From scenic beaches to interesting museums and moving 
historical monuments, there are many things to do if you visit 
Oahu. Known as “the Gathering Place,” since it’s the most 
visited island by travelers to Hawaii, Oahu is a U.S. island 
in the Central Pacific (part of the Hawaiian island chain and 
home to the state capital, Honolulu), with plenty to offer. Here 
are some ideas should you wish to check out Oahu:

o Walk Around Historic Honolulu- Visit historic   
 buildings like the iolani Palace, home to    
 Hawaii’s last monarchs that’s the only royal palace  
 on U.s. soil. 

o Snorkel at Hanauma Bay.

o Do a Pearl Harbor Tour. 

o Tour the Polynesian Cultural Center.

o Visit Waikiki Beach.

o Diamond Head Walk.

o Drive to Oahu’s North Shore- Known as the “surfing  
 capital of the world,” Oahu’s North shore spans   
 from la’ie to Ka’ena Point.

o Swim at Lanikai Beach.

o Surf.

o Explore the Bishop Museum.

o Hike to Makapu’u Point in Southeast Oahu.

o Visit the Arizona Memorial.

o Go Whale Watching.

o Go Golfing.

o Drive to Oahu’s Leeward Coast.

o Visit the Honolulu zoo and Waikiki Aquarium.

o Visit Kualoa Ranch.

o Do Some Shopping in Waikiki and the 
 Greater Honolulu Area.

o Go Horseback Riding.

o Enjoy Hiking.

o Eat Poke and Drink Lanikai Juice.

o See a Polynesian Luau.

o Play at Duke Kahanamoku Lagoon.

o Enjoy a Waikiki Sunset.

o Visit Places Where “Lost” Was Filmed- Aside a few  
 scenes, the entire series was filmed on the island 
 of Oahu making great use of the islands    
 diverse geography and architecture. if you’re 
 into the show, go exploring!

RAFIH STYLE  TRAVEL
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Visit Hawaii where the 
pineapples are plentiful, 
the volcanoes are alive, and 
the hiking and underwater 
experiences are glorious. 
Whether Maui or Oahu, 
your vacation is bound to be 
breathtaking and exciting.  

DISCOVER THE DELTA CHI DIffERENCE!
• Birth to 12 Years of Age 

• Emergent Curriculum 

• Nutritious Meals 
  Prepared by our 
  On-Site Chef

• Subsidy Available 

• 10 Convenient Locations 

• South Campus Expansion

• Before and After School    Care, Busing Available

Delta Chi Early Childhood Centres I  519.977.5922  I  deltachichildcare.com

Call our main campus or visit our website for more information or to schedule a tour I deltachichildcarecentres
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AD

OVERSEAS CLASSIC CARS fOR SALE

9225 Tecumseh Rd.,  Windsor, ON  •  Monday to friday: 9 am - 5 pm • Saturdays: 10 am - 3 pm • Evenings by appointment

Check Out Our Inventory At www.rafihclassics.com

A t t e n t i o n  C o l l e C t o r s

1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL
CALL fOR PRICE

1989 ferrari 328 GTS
$150,000 plus tax & Lic

1962 Mercedes-Benz SL-Class
$199,900 plus tax & Lic
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by irfan Qadir, CPA, CMA, CFP.  
Principal with Gerald Duthie & Co., llP, 

Chartered Accountants

TAX TALK
RAFIH STYLE  BUSINESS & FINANCE

SPlit iNcOME With FaMilY

If you own a business, consider employing your spouse and 
children if they are constructively and factually providing 
services. You can pay them the same market value rates as 
you would pay to an arm’s length employee. Since we have 
a progressive income tax regime this arrangement could 
be very effective in keeping the overall tax cost lower as 
the same household income can be shared amongst family 
members. 

cONtriButE tO a SPOuSal rrSP

If you are eligible to contribute to a RRSP plan and if your 
spouse is in the lower income tax bracket, consider making 
a spousal RRSP contribution. If you leave the money in the 
spousal plan for a reasonable period, 36 months in most 
cases, any withdrawals after that time will be reported as 
income on your spouse’s tax. Potentially, this can result in a 
significant tax reduction. Consider making the contribution 
early in the year.

cONSiDEr iNcOrPOratiNG YOur BuSiNESS

If your business is earning income in excess of what you 
require personally, consider incorporating your business. 
The difference can be quite significant depending on your 
marginal tax rate. The reason is that the corporate tax rate 
on active business income is much lower (12.5% in Ontario) 
than if the same income is earned personally at the high 
marginal tax rates - that could be as high as 53.53%. 

Besides, there is an additional tax reduction opportunity. 
Consider making your spouse and adult children, 
shareholders in your company. You can then pay dividends 
to them and reduce your family’s overall tax bill.

OrGaNizE YOur DOcuMENtatiON

Be proactive. Take a look at how you record and store your 
financial information. Have a system in place that tracks 
and organizes information efficiently. Nothing is more nerve 
racking than looking for information and not being able 
to locate it when you need it (happens to all of us). Lost 
information could very well mean lost tax savings. Good 
documentation is key to effective tax planning, particularly, 
when you are faced with the specter of a tax audit. 

Although tax planning should begin early in the year, we 
still have reasonable opportunity to consider tax planning 
strategies that may be relevant. Here are some that you 
may wish to consider:
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Chartered Professional Accounting,
Taxation & Financial Advisory Services

525 Windsor Ave., Windsor ON. • Ph. 519.255.9600 • Fax.  519.255.9525 • www.geraldduthie.ca

Gerald
Duthie                                   & CO. LLP                                   
Chartered Professional Accountants

PROUDLY SERVING
THE RAFIH

AUTO GROUP

lEND MONEY tO chilDrEN FOr lONG 
tErM iNVEStMENtS

If you have funds available for long term investments, 
consider lending or gifting cash to children under 18. 
The investments can then be made by the children. The 
attribution rules do not apply to capital gains earned by 
a minor and, therefore, this could potentially be a very 
effective tool for splitting family income.

cONSiDEr a lOW iNtErESt SPOuSal lOaN

If you have an investment portfolio that generates significant 
investment income, consider shifting the income to your 
spouse, if her income tax bracket is significantly lower than 
yours. 

The strategy would work like this: You will loan monies to 
your spouse and she will then use the monies to make 
the investment in her own name. You would be required 
to charge interest. The current prescribed as announced 
by CRA is 2% and this rate is in effect till December 31. 
You can set this rate now for a long-term loan and the 2% 
interest rate will remain constant for the duration of the 
loan. Interest should be paid annually by January 30 of the 
following year.

triGGEr caPital GaiNS 

Although capital losses can be carried forward to future 
years indefinitely, these losses can only be applied against 
capital gains. Now is a good time to take inventory of your 
investment portfolio and if you have any unused capital 
losses from earlier years, consider selling off some of your 
portfolio to realize capital gains to the extent of capital 

losses available. Make sure that the decision to sell is 
carefully thought out and is not purely tax driven. 

MaKE tax iNStallMENt PaYMENtS 
ON tiME

Unless there are unavoidable circumstances, it is very 
costly to borrow from the tax man. The reason is that 
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) charges interest that is 
compounded daily, on late or deficient tax installments. If 
you are likely to owe more than $3,000 then it is advisable 
to make tax installments to avoid interest. Generally 
speaking, if you make the installments in accordance with 
the installment tax notice sent to you by CRA, you should 
be able to avoid interest and penalties.

As always, consult your tax advisor before embarking on a 
strategy that is appropriate for your circumstances. 
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RAFIH STYLE  CoMMUNITY

Jaguar Land Rover Grand Opening
Thursday, June 27, 2019

The Rafih Auto Group had its Jaguar Land Rover grand opening event and hosted Wolfgang Hoffmann, President of 
Jaguar Land Rover Canada, along with other corporate representatives. In addition to guests that were in attendance, 
Windsor’s Mayor, Drew Dilkens, was also present to see the new state-of-the-art facility. The event celebrated the brand-
new dealership at its new location in east Windsor: 9275 Tecumseh Rd. East. 

Event highlights included the all-new 2020 Jaguar and Land Rover model line-up, outdoor ice bar, a cigar roller, 
acrobatic style performers, and a variety of food and cooking stations. The delicious food was catered by Koolini’s and 
the entertainment was by Height Entertainment which provided gold painted models and acrobats. We hope to see 
everyone at our next event!

Performance ford’s Loyal Customer
Born on June 22, 1919, in Amherstburg, Ontario, Earl Wilson is the sunny retiree that is 100 years old! Living in Windsor-
Essex for the majority of his life, Earl went to Performance Ford Windsor, located at 1150 Provincial Road, on Monday, July 
8th, to pick up his brand new 2019 Ford Escape.

Earl Wilson is one of 16 children and has maintained a hard work ethic during his whole life. Earl started his career at 
Ford in 1941 and retired 35 years later in December 1976. He’s been buying Ford vehicles for over 40 years and leased 
one this year. Here at Rafih, we couldn’t be more excited to see him enjoy his brand-new vehicle! Earl has over 100 
grandchildren, a few great grandchildren, and one great, great granddaughter. With a big family come a lot of laughs 
and good times! 

Earl Wilson is currently enjoying being an independent man that lives on his own. He also has a lot of hobbies, like 
cooking and traveling. Three years ago, he took a trip down to Cuba, and most recently in 2018, he went on a cruise. 
He enjoys walking along the riverfront downtown, fishing and hunting, and being involved in his grandson’s church; Earl 
stays busy! 

Earl Wilson has been a client and friend of Performance Ford from the very beginning. We are happy that at 100-years 
old, he’s still living life to the fullest! 
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OVERSEAS MOTORS MERCEDES-BENZ   I    519.254.0538   I    9225 TECUMSEH RD. E.

WWW.MERCEDES-BENZ-OVERSEASMOTORS.CA

Mercedes-Benz
Overseas Motors

Authorized Mercedes-Benz
Retailer

Mercedes-Benz
Overseas Motors

Authorized Mercedes-Benz
Retailer

2018 MERCEDES-BENZ B-CLASS

Only 25,027 km, Stock #: M5735

+ TAX 
& LIC

$31,900 CASH 
PRICE

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ
GL-CLASS GL350 BLUETEC 4MATIC

Only 64,449 km, Stock #: PM7142

+ TAX 
& LIC

$64,899 CASH 
PRICE

2018 MERCEDES-BENZ C-CLASS 
 AMG C 63 S SEDAN

Only 5,994 km, Stock #: M7310

+ TAX 
& LIC

$83,900 CASH 
PRICE

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ
GLE-CLASS GLE 350D

Only 70,128 km, Stock #: M7275A

+ TAX 
& LIC

$46,900 CASH 
PRICE

2018 MERCEDES-BENZ
GLE-CLASS AMG GLE 43 COUPE
Only 30,768 km, Stock #: PM7320

+ TAX 
& LIC

$78,994 CASH 
PRICE

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ
CLA-CLASS

Only 52,272 km, Stock #: PM7322

+ TAX 
& LIC

$44,900 CASH 
PRICE

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ
CLS-CLASS CLS 400

Only 20,245 km, Stock #: PM7323

+ TAX 
& LIC

$49,994 CASH 
PRICE

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ
E-CLASS E 400

Only 56,804 km, Stock #: PM7328

+ TAX 
& LIC

$36,994 CASH 
PRICE

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ
GLE-CLASS GLE 350D

Only 96,995 km, Stock #: PM7335

+ TAX 
& LIC

$43,834 CASH 
PRICE
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OVERSEAS MOTORS BMW   I   519.254.4303   I   9425 TECUMSEH RD. E.

 WWW.OVERSEASBMW.COM

Overseas BMW
Windsor

bmw.ca
The Ultimate 

Driving Experience.®

$41,900

2018 BMW 4 Series

Only 26,000 km, Stock #P8042
+TAX 
& LIC

CASH 
PRICE

$51,989

2017 BMW
X5 xDrive35i

Only 48,680 km, Stock #P7961
+TAX 
& LIC

CASH 
PRICE

$102,429

2018 BMW M5

Only 16,042 km, Stock #P8013
CASH 
PRICE

$71,679

2015 PORSCHE
Cayenne Turbo w/ Tip

Only 43,849 km, Stock #B7937B
+TAX 
& LIC

CASH 
PRICE

$38,643

2018 BMW
X1 xDrive28i

Only 39,276 km, Stock #P8020
CASH 
PRICE

$37,900

2018 BMW
3 Series xDrive

Only 38,451 km, Stock #B7977A
CASH 
PRICE

$34,428

 2012 BMW
6 Series

Only 30,556 km, Stock #B8043A
CASH 
PRICE

$31,900

2014 BMW X5

Only 117,821 km, Stock #B8022A
CASH 
PRICE

$26,113

2013 BMW
7 Series

Only 121,100 km, Stock #B7201A
CASH 
PRICE

+TAX 
& LIC

+TAX 
& LIC

+TAX 
& LIC

+TAX 
& LIC

+TAX 
& LIC+TAX 

& LIC
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LEXUS OF WINDSOR   I   519.979.1900   I   9379 TECUMSEH RD. E.

WWW.LEXUSOFWINDSOR.COM

$23,499

 2015 LEXUS ES 350 4D SEDAN
Black  I  70,901 km  I  Stock #: 60094

+TAX 
& LIC

 LEXUS  OF WINDSOR

CASH 
PRICE

+TAX 
& LIC

$26,991

 2016 LEXUS ES 350 4D SEDAN
Gray  I 64,620 km  I  Stock #: PL1188

CASH 
PRICE

$28,961

2016 LEXUS ES 350 4D SEDAN
Gray  I 64,000 km  I  Stock #: TL4913

CASH 
PRICE

+TAX 
& LIC

+TAX 
& LIC

$31,777

2016 LEXUS NX 200T 
4D SPORT UTILITY

White  I  66,849 km  I  Stock #: PL0579

+TAX 
& LIC

CASH 
PRICE

$32,984

2015 LEXUS 
RC 350 2D COUPE

Grey I  89,663 km  I  Stock #: PL0433

+TAX 
& LIC

CASH 
PRICE

$32,994

2017 LEXUS 
ES 350 SEDAN

White I  48,405 km  I  Stock #: PL5258

+TAX 
& LIC

CASH 
PRICE

$32,994

2015 LEXUS
RC 350 2D COUPE

White  I  64,321 km  I  Stock #: PL2383A

CASH 
PRICE

+TAX 
& LIC

$39,999

2017 LEXUS
RX 350 4D SPORT UTILITY

Gold  I  63,029 km  I  Stock #: 60104

CASH 
PRICE

+TAX 
& LIC

$43,811

2017 LEXUS
RX 350 4D SPORT UTILITY

Blue  I  65,588 km  I  Stock #: PL7795

CASH 
PRICE
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519.972.6561   I   9275 TECUMSEH RD. E.
www.jaguarwindsor.com    www.landroverwindsor.com

2018 JAGUAR F-PACE 
Stock #PJ37251

+ TAX 
& LIC

$50,900CASH 
PRICE

2017 JAGUAR F-PACE 
Stock #TJ92704

+ TAX 
& LIC

$49,900CASH 
PRICE

2016 LAND ROVER 
RANGE ROVER TD6 HSE

Stock #PL17031
+ TAX 
& LIC

$81,900CASH 
PRICE

2019 LAND ROVER 
RANGE ROVER
Stock #PL46698

+ TAX 
& LIC

$129,900CASH 
PRICE

2018 LAND ROVER RANGE 
ROVER VELAR
Stock #PL58911

+ TAX 
& LIC

$72,790CASH 
PRICE

2018 LAND ROVER RANGE 
ROVER EVOQUE HSE

Stock #PL83642
+ TAX 
& LIC

$49,900CASH 
PRICE

2017 LAND ROVER RANGE 
ROVER SPORT
Stock #TL26119A

+ TAX 
& LIC

$74,900CASH 
PRICE

2015 LAND ROVER LR2

Stock #TL32851
+ TAX 
& LIC

$29,900CASH 
PRICE
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Let us show you a payment, billing & invoicing
 total business solution using

&

Smart Payment Terminals Billing & Invoicing Software

Swift Payments
Payment Solutions Made Easy.

Call Today : 1.855.625.2791   
SwiftPayments.ca

295 Waterloo Street, London, ON  N6B 2N5    |   410 Front Road, LaSalle, ON   N9J 1A5

1.42% 1.44% 5¢

MENTION THIS 

AD & RECEIVE A

FREE
*

TERMINAL
*Conditions Apply

Swift

Swift PaymentsSwift Payments

Swift

Swift Payments

Swift Swift

Swift Payments

Swift Swift

Swift Payments

Locally Owned & Operated. Serving Windsor & Essex County for over 10 years.
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A PREMIUM DIESEL DRIVING EXPERIENCE
We created the Mazda CX-5 to transcend the ordinary. From a quiet cabin designed to engage you with the road to the precise 
placements of the steering wheel and accelerator pedal, each component of the CX-5 is designed to heighten every drive. 
The new CX-5 Signature offers multi-sensory experiences never before available in the CX-5, including the Skyactiv-G 2.5 
T Dynamic Pressure Turbo engine,* ventilated front seats† and an infotainment system integrated with Apple CarPlay™ and 
Android Auto™. Meticulously crafted to evoke emotion, the CX-5 rises above the expected.
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9420 Tecumseh Rd. East, Windsor, ON N8R 1A2
Phone: 519.979.2937

  519.979.2937  I  9420 Tecumseh Rd. E., Windsor  I  formulafirstcollision.com 

Search for Certified Collision Repair Centre

A long line of automotive manufacturers have trusted and 
certified us to repair your vehicle after a collision. 

After an accident, the manufacturer would want you to search 
and choose a Certified Collision Repair Centre. Don’t allow your 
auto insurance provider to influence where you choose to repair 
your vehicle. By law, you have the right to choose a collision  
repair centre that restores your vehicle to pre-accident condition.

Our technicians are trained to rebuild your vehicle to the  
original manufacturer specifications for structural integrity.

These manufacturers trust Formula First.
You should too. 

LEXUS LFA CERTIFIED
CO L L I S I O N  R E PA I R  C E N T R E

9420 Tecumseh Rd. easT. •  WindsoR, on.    519.979.2937 • FoRmulaFiRsTcollision.com

COLLISION REPAIR • PAINT PROTECTION  • ALUMINUM & CARBON FIBRE REPAIR ROOM  •  WINDOW TINTING  •  PROFESSIONAL DETAILING

TRusT
is eaRned

TRusTed & ceRTiFied by moRe manuFacTuReRs Than any oTheR collision shop in souThWesTeRn onTaRio

9420 Tecumseh Rd. East, Windsor, ON N8R 1A2
Phone: 519.979.2937

Nothing beats First!


